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THIS-N-THAT

your editor begins by enuncisting & principle of fut-
ure policy. Because of ihe great number of publlsi‘lars of fantasy

From now on  books now clogging the field who flood readers’ mailboxes with an-
nouncements of books which have not yet (and may naver) appear, ng

spece in this column will bhenceforth be allotted to descriptions of volumes not

yet off the presses, 1If " Thig~'n'-That" 1lists & book, it will be one you cen buy

or at iecet order from your nsighborhood desler,

The third in the Connoisseur's Library of Strenge Fiction is B, U, ¥is-
jak's liednsa (Gollancz, 8/6), & reprint of & fine, Hodgson-like fantasy of ,ths
gea, Translutvd from the Russian is & keeting over Tuscerora, & collaction. un-
sophisticated but wsll writien science~fiction short stories {Hutchinson, 8/6}.
Poter Mariin's Susmer in 3000 (Quality Pross, 8/6) trensports its subject (vie
suspended animeiion) ten conturies into the futurs, where the expscied conven=-
tional strife and adventuros ensue, S0-30, Bleck magic is the theme of Francis
Gerard's Sorceror's Shaft (Macdonald, 8/6), and The Ledy from Yenug by Carnett
Radcliffe (imcdoneld, B/6) is & feirly esmusing account of whacky doings on our
sister planet. The Peacemeksr by John Romenham (also Macdoneld, 8/6) is a con-
ventional sccount of a new invention being usod in en ettemplt to enforce world
peacs, Ray Cummings' Shedow Girl (Swan, 5/-) hes et last found its way betwaen

herd coversy I don't know why---certainly it's not worth reading, i

In true pedagogic fashionm,

British second tele of a new weapon being used to eltein internationel peace

Fiction is found in Bright Tomorrou by Derek Neville (Crowther, 7/6). As
| well varied and interesting a tabls of contents as in his provious
enthology is incorporated in Jeremy Scott's new one: At Close of Zve (Jarrolds,
15/-); get it. But aveid John R. Foarn’'s Liners of Time (World's Work, 5/-), a
dull meleodrema-~-vintege 1937 or so~-~that constently assaulls cone's common senge.
Rhode Broughton's Twilight Stories (Home & Van Thal, 6/-) is an interesting col-
lection (a reprint} of Victorian ghost stories; collectors should get it, A now
colioction of weird teles is }f. P, Dare's Unholy Relicsjand fndrew Caldecolt's
Not Sxactly Ghosts (both Arnold, 7/6) is likewise en uncenny bit ir the M.R,Jamos
tradition. And finaliy---perhaps best, teo---is a new work from the pen of Olaf
Stepledon, The Flumes: a Faniesy is & brief (84pp) novel that comtinuea, in al-
legory, the avthor's search for the truth & the spirit. It is eveilable f rom
Secker & Terburg @ 6/-.

There will not, unfortunately, be room for listing all domestic fantasy
goluwss in this month's column, but at leest a start can be wade. First aof nll
there is august Uorleth's Sleaping and the Deed (Pellegrini & Cudahy, $32)
taining thirty uncanny stories ibat range from ! 7 L

: ge from well knovm authore to out-of-tha-
uRy effaorta by Meird Tales contributors; it coniinues the compiler®s series of
unuauel enthologiss, and makos a walcome addition to & connoissour's book shelf
Forbiddon Gerdon by John Taino (Fantesy Press, $3) is & highly recomme ed a
vial, one of the muthor's best; got it! Georgs 0, Smith's collaztion of i I-It k
lanutary yarns is titled Venus Fguilaterel (Prime Press $3), and ¢ e, L1 9T
pduction by John W, Canmpbell, Jr. To Ka_;E or Kill ($2; is T:I’ilsnn ?‘:F;GS 'an -
tar,v!r novel thet involves a pocket sized atomic bomb and soma trul ch?;{ e

a:‘;ongé#}ﬁ tginh\rein of witchcraft runs through Sylvie Tetoe's Ne\r:;r bi gg;ﬁ::
s » Which is primarily a novel of psychologicnl fear, Temorrow's Hom
Do " : % . omgrrow's Ho-
’( g:ﬂiuét?lﬂhis(lﬁzggi Eéa_:é._e;ag!)er 9 setting of u future China, Raoul C,
_“Tﬁe?ﬁpmnity 1o ;'eli:a Eilva:'?n 1ﬂ1"-31'9311ng = ion of a doc
t of Francis by David Ste S(Fl B e gould talk and fly
:"'E—_— wl.uml !llrr;nﬂl |:r| :a":r::s-'-;rﬂual 1.. s ;. HIIE:'F'-' Land Iy
= e tconcluded on page 1@]_" =ELgmntion edited by .G,
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THE GOTHIC NOVEL & PERCY B. SHELLEY

by
Jamas Warren Thomes

Befcre any discussion of the novels of Shelley can be made, We  must
first consider the genre to Thich they belong. They are commonly called "Gothic
ncvels," and there seems to be zome justification for their being so c¢lassified.

The Gethic novel flourished in the latitsr helf of the eighteenth cen-
tury. It is usually considered as a recrudescence of romanticism, & re volt
ogainst the realism of Hichardson, Fielding and Smollett. Tiese men "seemingly
erhausted the vitality of the eighteenth century so far as concerned the making
of great fiction, and their passing was the prelude to a noticeable decline to
vhiech the Gothic romance ccentrituted.™ (1) The last four decades of the ceniury
vere a period of "literary groping.” {2) This period may be said to have formal-
1y begun vitk the publication of The Castle of Ciranto in 1762.

For the person with a logical mind ~ho insists uron pinning things
do.n, who delights in definite categcries, end vho rejoices when he can neatly
rigeon-nole a fact, the iterm "Cothic" is unsatisfactory, even annoying. Gothie
novels are lite religions in that there seecms no one factor commen to them all 1
which definitely justifies their existence as a sepavate apecies.

Ralrer says, justly, that the word "CGothic" is "an inexact term like
"Bemantic.'™ (2} This is mild criticism. The term is doanright messy. In &
general sense it "originally conveyed the idea of barbarcus, tramontane and en-
tique, and was merely a term of Terroach and contempt.” (4} Later, through sare
obscure literary alchemy, it ceme to mean almost anything medieval.

Tven the architectural comnctation of the viord is cbscure. In this
cense it seems to convey ihe idem of un edifice which is dark, dank and gloomy,
and vhiech iz prefersbly in a state of decay. Summers mentions "congestiona of
honvy, dark, melancholy and monkigh Piles, without any just Proportion, Uae or
Beauty compmred with the truly uncient.® (5)

In a literary sense, "Gothic® has nc specifiec, cut-and-dried mneening,
3lthough it implies a vast number of tiings. It has come to be applied to novels
dealing in “qystery and wonder, fear and suspense, sensagtion and terror.® (&; I
there is any simple definition of the Gothic novel, it might best be expressed |
thus: The Gothie novel is a romance of Yerror. In most cases it subordinetes
choracterization and concentrates upon the creation of incidents which are de—
signed to awalen this emotion of terror in the reader.

Hovaver, vhile ferror in some form is almost altrays part of the Gothic
novel, its presence does not avtorubically make a novel Gothic. Thers are many
vhich make use of the ferror motif, yot which do not fall within thaot class. TFe
Lright doxley's Red Snow end oo Wipght Lend by William Hopes Hodgson are  terror
remunces, but they cannot be called Gothie.

liore, though it is true that tie non-Gothic terror tales cited are
comparutively modern, %his is no halp in isolating the Gothic novel as & tyve,
Tor the latter cannot be placed within any exact chronological period. It 1s
s3ill Tith us, a rocont examplas being Mervyn Pegolkis's Titus Groan {1946).

So, if wo ore to separate the Gothie romanco from the mass of  other
stories of terror thut have beon written, e must congider some of 1ts specifie
ingredients. We have already netod tho architecturnl significnnes of "Gothic.®
This particular pspect is importont with rel-fion to the Gothic in Yiterctures

(ne of the influcneos instrumeninl in the birth of the Gothic novel is
the awakening of an intorest in the past. Sineo nrchitoetursl remeins ond ruins
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bvious of our liaka with the past, it isnot surp?f:.ffl.:;:;.
importent factor in this type of llterature.‘ 1I_-I-. wiiigy 5
lepst a romantic veriety of it---is so ever-pressnt 11: .;'lforl"l.l.lh
tord "eastle® might almost be used interchangeallly wiil “Lotiin
E'- :Egln:.e of the almost omnipresent castle as a setting for the action
thic romonce is fully develcped by Eino Railo in his book The _Haunted

Frcm its earliest beginnings English romantic Z!.l‘t.-
erature displays a rore sffection for Nature and the feelings
_awakened by it; when $o this are added the yearnings of the
Romanticlsis Tor the historical past, a conception is evolved
- of a romentic Stage to which I hmve given the generic name of
~ 9hs Haunted Castle, and which, in my opinion, forms a syd-
 thesis of horror-romantic material. (7)

obvious that Reilo intends his “generic nsme" to apply to all thc;z Gothg:,c
g5, but his choice of Mcastle™ as a typical term or common denominator ia
L {1 cant. )
| Agnin, the prosence of & medieval castle alons is of ccurse not suf?l—
; $0 place a terror novel within the Gothic pale. Of the numercus other in-
nfs which must be considered, Montaguc Summers gives the following list:

...a castle, a cavern, a groan, & giant, a blood stained deg-
ger,'hotling blasis, a knight, a Isady who is the heroinpe, as-
sassins, a monk, skeletons, skulls, efc.,a magic book sprinkl
ed with blood, mysterious voices, a secret cath, a gliding
ghost, a witch, a wound, 2 midnight murder. (8)

L adds: ; .

Corpses, blaood, insane freneies, suspended anima-
. tion, fires, midnight shrieks, exciting steps on the siair,
- «..burial of the living, earthquakes, strokes of lightning.
convulsions, eyes transfixed in sockets, dreadful palpita-
- tions, mesmerism. In ahort the Gothic romance was imagina-
tion in revolt agaipst common sense. {9)

Tko desolate wasteland aspects of nature vere emphesized. Stunt=d
storn-blasted moors, dim forssts, brooding mountains and melancholy Sui-
eére cormon devices. Anyone can add to this catmlog of horrors s.mplv b
ing of the things in life that are mos$ repulsive. The list of subivcts
e 1N ctmmon usage Tanges from the Telatively healthy topic of gore fa the
and erotic ultimates of incest, decay, loathesome putrescence aad +ta
1.,:' cuge horrors of final dissolution.

- 1t is appareni that the Cothic noveliat had a wide range of mechanisms
om. Is there any one of these ingredients or sny combination of then
llib]_;y stampe & novel as Gothic? Tt has elready been stated +hat the
t terror alone will not accomplish this feat. It is slso econceivable
thic novel eould be written :ith ope or tro of the devices 1listed
g. Hotever, any vork conteining, let us say, s judieious combination
i these factors used io such a manner as to rouse effectively
Tor in the reader could hardly fail to be obviously Gothic.

ticn nov becemes cne of degree. The herror Tomance may ke said

Lless hi, proportionate to the number of typical

: ingredienis
abiy &l of them---such as Leris' The Monk---would be
1 pproaching the extreme or ideal Gothic, Such =a
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work is sherply seperate from all other types of the llterature of terror., At the
opposite end of the scale no clesr-cut line of demsrcation appears. liovels with
fow Qothic ingredients may be said to shade off imperceptidly from mild Gothie to
novels showing Cothic influences until finally, scmevheras, they cease to be Goth~
ie at 211 and beccme merely terror tales. It is interesting to see where Shel-
ley's juvenilia, the two novels Zastrozzl and §$. Irvyne, it into tois scale.

1510 wes forty-six years after the publication of Walpole's (Caestle of
Otrentc. By this time there had eppeared such notable exsmples of the gemre &8
lirs. Clara Reeve's Chompion of Virtue (1777); Fhe Romsnce of the Forest {1791) and
The Mysteries of Udolphe {1795} by Mrs. Ann Radeliffe; The Monk by LLG.Lewisy and
Charles Brociden Brown's Wicland and Ormend (1798 and 1799).

That Shelley, vho ras engaged ir his first literary endeavors arcund
1810, felt tho influecnee of theso worlis 1s rovcaled by the choracter of his cani-
est poetic attempts. They abound in the expressions and imagery of the Gothie nc-
vel. His "Revange" {18(¢), "Ghasta" (1£1G) and Y"Posthumous Fragments of Margaret
Nicholzon™ (1S1$) are terror-romantic in subject matter and technigue. The latter
contains such typical expressions as "Banshies moan on the storm"; "fiend from the
regions of hell"; "“yelling vampire reeking with gore"; "death demonl's scread! and
50 OI.

It was almost inevitabtle that the inquiring mind of young Shelley shmld
preoduce a Cothic romance. Whether the adage "you don'"t have to be crazy,; but it
helps" applies to preducers of cutre fiction or not is & moot questions HoTever,
tohet Shelley was at least s nen-conformist is indicated by the fact that his stay
at Fton earned him the titles of Ymad Shelley™ and "Shelley the athiest." At the
age of ceventeen (1510} he entered Oxford, and in the same year Zastrozzi, & Re-
mance by "P.B.S5."™ was published.

The plot of Zastrozzl is quite simple and completely in the FHomentic
tradition. Verezzi loves Julia di Sirobazzo. Matilda 41 Laurentini succeeds,
vith the aid of the villain Zastrozzi, in supplanting Julla in Verezzi's affecti-
ons. This is accorplished by telling him that Julia is deads Verezzi immediately
falls intc a romantic brain fever snd is finally nursed back to kealth by Metilda.
The latter then begins a lomg-drawn-out siege of Verezzi's hearts: Luring the
courde of this one-sided amour Matilda restrains her passions only with great dif-
ficulty.

Zastrozzi, in the meantime, is a sinister-figure-lurking-in-the ~back-
ground, appearing now and then in consultation with lfatilda to advise her how to
conduct hor campaign against Verezzi. His advice is good, for she finally marries
tho latier. The action reaches its highest pitch in s scene where Verezzi sess
bis Julis alive and realizes with horror that he is irrevocably merried to the
nymphonaniac Matilda. He commits suicide by stabbing himself, thereupon Matilda
rulis the fatal dagger from his corpse and murders Julia with it in a singularly
brutal manner.

The Tole of Zastrozzi in all thesze events is finally revealed by his
canfession as he and Matilda are being tried by the Inquisition. He hated vVerezzi
necause the latter's father had betrayed his——Zastrozzi!s---mother. He was the
cnd product of this betrayal and had sworn te avenge it upom all members of the
erezzi family. To this end he had engineered the marrisge of Verezzi and Matil-
da and had arrangsd that Verezzi should discover that Julia was alive, well knov-
ing vhat the result would probably be.

It is rather difficult to eriticize a work of this kind. There ere nc
adeqate moral grounds for deing so. If Shelley had turned out to be a hack, 23
cemplacent "I told you sol" might be in order. Since this did not occur, one can
Gisk only that he had collected 21l of his juvenilis and burned them.

The novel has many imperfections wvhich are, however, oxcusable then one
considers the age of the auther. It suffers froam incompleteness and a certain ob-
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s off," In the first eleven pages & long roll ef
4. We read of Zusbrozzi, Ugo, Jernzricy Yermrrl), _||. I
bold nething about any of tnese- pecple. 2ha cae fact we ;..'_
thet the first thres have, seemingly without reasnt, al.adu.cfed e
od him up in a cave. Nrum here until the final ssquinid |; scine
: that Zasirozzi hates Verezzi amd that he 1s hatehing s cnin ind o .a
sl suffers frem this centinued conceelment of Zoustrozzli's mMOtlviias
n is meaningless, and the crude manner in which Zastrcz?:. slpuryoses
is anticlimectic. OUme is left with the feeling that all 'the hero=
olodramatically sinister machinations wers unjustified and thAtT A
5 concluded the matter more tidily by staboing Verezzi in the first

. Gothic elements sbound in this stery. The style and generel tone are
d ﬂ"amboyantly cpulents The absurd extent of this elegance is reveaoled
b that the characters shed Dot honest, Ted blood but "purple gore.” The
s spectaculer. Zastrozzi is contimually wishing for someone's henrt %o
ng on my dagger.t A& typical sample of conversation follows:

i "Unkind Verezzl! is it thus that you will ever
slight me? is it for this that I have lald aside the delicacy
Pof my s6X end ovmed to you & passion which was too violent to
be concealed? Ahl at least pity me!l I love you: oh! I amdore
you to madnessi®
She pmused--=the peculiar expression which beamod
in har dark sye told the tumilious wishes of her bosom.
"Diztress not yoursclf end me, Signora,"said Varez-
a zi',."“by those unavailing protestations, Is 1% for you---is
it for Matilda,™ contimied he, his countenance assuming a
smile of biftfterest scorn, Mo talk of love toths lover of Ju-
ia?" {10}

- Such samplss as this would be encugh to deter the bardiest present - day
--7ere they the sole merit of the book., lowever, the chief agterest lies
such dislogue, but in the Gothic ingredients present, There,meny <of them
oteresting---though today they are apt to inspire amusement rather than
0d of terror and fear they were intended to evoke.
The descriptive passages ars powerfully Cothic:

The sun began to decline; at last it sank beneath
the western mountain, and the forest Yops were finmged by its
departing ray. The shades of night rapidly thickened.

The sky was sersne; the blue ether was spangled with
countless myriads of stars: fhe %tops of the loftly faest trees
waved mournfully in the evening wind; and the moonbesm pene-
trating at intervals, as they moved, threv dubious shades upon

he dariz undervood beneath. (11)

- -
ter in $he seme night described sbove, Zastrozzi and Motilda pols-
etch vho Bappens %o be hendy for the cccasion. 45 e pair watch-
ather changes:

conbeam darting her oblique rays from under tra
ipg vapouy, thrsatened en approaching storm.
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of lightning, and, instantly after, a peal of bursting thum-
der, sbruck with sudden terror the bosom of Matilde. {12)

These passages, with their caleulated mood creamtion and their arbitrary change of
tone to suit the action, are purely Gothie, and are reminiscent of similer des-
criptions in the works of Mrs. Radcliffe and Charies Erockdem Browns

Many of the Gothic elements quoted from Summers end Enight appear in il
above passeges and in the plot-cummary of Zastrozzi. The Gothie "ecavern' apniari
in the first chapter, o "stroke of lightning® tumbling it in upon the impriscu=d
Verezzi) Ugo and Bernarde ore described os "assasins"; instead of z monk, w& &rd
given the Inguisition itself; both bloed ond corpses ore in evidence, ths kiiling
of Julia ond the peisoning will do for ™midnight rurders," and the former wovidas
us with the “blocdy daggor®; Verezzi's Lrain fever is both "suspended animation®
nnd en “insens frenzy’: Verezzl is buried alive when his cavern prison collapsed;
and, of course, the ubiquitous castle plays a part:

=

He beheld a large and magnificent bullding, whose
battlements rose above the lofty trees. I was built in the
Gothic style of mrchitecture, and appeared to be inhabited.

The building reared its pointed casements ldf¥ly to
the sky; their itreillaged ornements were gilveredly the clear
moonlight, to which the dark shades of the arches beneath
formed & striking ccntrast. (13}

~nd erci el In thu center of an ampitheatre formedty mountains,
surrounded by wood, stood the Castella di Laurentini, whose
grey turrets and time-worn battlements overtopped the giants
of the foarest. {(14)

In 1811 Shelley's second novel, St. Irvyns; or, the Rosierucign: g Ro-
mance by "a Gentleman of the Univeraity of Oxford," was published. That Shelley
was still brashly immature at this time is shovn by & series of amusing  letters
that pessed bebueen him and his publisher, J. J+ Stockdale. {15) Hovever, thae
great improvement over his first novel is evident frem the very beginning of Sfis
Irvyne. “itness the really excellent opening scene:

Red thunder clouds, borne on the wings o©f the mid-
night whirlwind, floated, at fitz, athwart the erimson - col-
ored orbit of the moon: the rising Tierceness o¢f the blast
sighed through the stunted shruba, vhich, bending before its
violence, inelined towards the rocks thereon thay grew: over
the blackened expanse of heaven, at intervals, was spread tha
blue lightning's flash; it played upon the granite heights,
and, with momentary brillisncy, disclosed the terrific scen-
ery of the ilps, vhose gigantie and misshapen summits, radden—
ed by bthe transitory moonbasm, wereo c¢rossed by black fleeting
fragments of thc tempest ¢loud. The rain, in big drors. be-
zan to doscend, and the thunder-peals, witk louder and more
deafening crash, to shake the zenith, $il11 the long protract=-
ed wWar, echeing from cavern to cavern, died in indistined mur-
murs emidst the far-extended chein of mountains. In this
scene, then, at this horrible and tempestuous hour, rithout
one existent earthly being whor he might ¢laim as friend, with-
cut one rescurce %o which he might fly as an asylum from the
horrors of negle:t and woverty, stood Wolfsimin, {18)
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wely desolate scans and situation be imagined? ﬂf‘;ar
a is the Gothis charamcter of the books ?folis'o?:.n n:
ents, folling dovn in a trance, He is rescued by s ard of
srocession. Dandits stteck the group and despoil_h:.e =oAL,
andits and letor falls in love mith thelr pegutiful capl Ly
her escape frem har cavern priscn by poisoning the bendlt

oins her in fresdom.
eigmoﬁaver, is not wholly free fram tho past. Whorever he and

doggod by the mystericus Ginctti, a strangc and awve-inspir-
, had bocn & membor of tho robber band. Wolfstoin and Magalena go to
ntor into tho city's gay social whirl. Thoir combined folly and jeal=
casions the suicido of an nequaintance and they are forced to flea.

take refuge in a Cothic castle vhere they again encounter Ginotti.
ﬁ‘avaa‘ls kis purpose to Wolfstein., It is implied that he iz a mem-—
mystericus Rosicruclan Brotherhood. He tella Wolfstein thet he has
A the derkest forces of maturs end novw pogssesses the secret of eternsl life-
- = existencs and wishes %o ponss his knowledze on to Wolfsteln so thud
el ¥ be relessed and sllowed to die. He gives to Wolfetoin a magic book
ing the formula for tine elixser of life and $ells him to "seek at midmight,
ed ebbey near the castle of S%. Irvyus, in France."
'!Et the midnight ineantation fails, and Megalena &nd Wolf=tein die as
powers are evoxed. Glnotti receives just the oppusite of vhat he wished

“Yes," hovled a voice superior to the bursting thun-
der peal; "yes, thcou shalt have eternal life, Ginottli." .0m a
sudden, Gimotti's frame mouldered to a gigantic skeleton, yet
twe pale and ghastly flames glared in his eyeless scookets,
Blackened in convulsions, Welfsteln expired. ... Yes, emdlass
erietence is thine, Ginotti---a dateless end hopeless etarni=-
¥ of horror.e (17)

Here egain ve have the mysterious and sinister lurker, whose motives are
aled frew the reader too long. This atory, hovaver, does not suffer as much
his defect as did Zesbrozzi. Ginotbi's purposs is revealed sooner, and, up
e time of this revelation, the story is sustained fairly well by the esction,
ot iz compliceted by the addition of s story-vithin-g-atory; this concerns
e de St. Izvyne, Wolfstein's mizter, but it is not perticularly relevant to
roceedings sketched above,

| Thera is no need to recapitulate all the obvious Gothic elements revesl-—
thls summery of the plot, tut it ia interesting to note that they are used
ore effectively and ere mors fully developed than they vwere in Zastrozzi. Fr
B, canpare the previously quoted omening scens and the following pRasasns
hose cin from the first novel:

Over the dark expanse, the dim moon beaming, and
s With its sepulehral radiance, dispersing the thicke
the vapours vhich loTersd around {(for her waning horn
ung lot mbove the horizom, added but tenfold horror to.
solation of the scens); the night-raven pouring on the
vening her frightful ecreems, ang braskingan the
nipterrupted stillness,=--wars the melancholy grest-

quoted end from the instances of the use of Gothi
c i~
lent that both of Shelley's novels must e placed in +he
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upper reaches of the Gothlc scele. Zastrogzi ueas at least half of the listed
devices, while St. Izvime exhausts the vhole catalog, with the exception of Imceet.

This placemont, of courss, does not take into conaideration literaly
quality or even the effectiveness of the tales as producers of terror. Zastrozzi
falls flat, with scarcely a shiver in mll i%s pages. Hewever, £i. Irvymenas aons
pussages that one con imaging the nineteenth century rsader shuddering ats. It is
far mere evocative of terror than The Castle of Otranto. The fact that this con
be seid about the imitative product of an ecighteen year old youth shows to what
sxtent the formula of the Gothic romance had expanded sines Walpolae's offort.

Weither novel would meke ono of t¢day's mystery story addiet’s hackles
riee. Yot erude as they are, both ere worth reading---once. gne is inelined to
agTee with Summers when he says, "I have never ccwe across any [Ceotkie] novel,
hovwever fesble, however immature, ‘“hich can be deemed sueh dreary and dead rub-
bish as ere only too many of our modern trite and yawny novels." {19}

According $o Raile, §t. Irvyns has even had some influence upon the his-
tory of the Gothic movel. Speaking of Bulwer-Lytton's Zanomi, he says that he is
in¢lined “to regard it as certain that, for many of its details, Zanonli h a s fo
thank Shelley's 3t, Irvvone whose Welfstein and Ginot$l reappear as Glyndon and
Zancni." {80) This view is at least logical, if not correct, for the plots of the
Y7o novels are extremely similar.

The present Triter, inured to the horror tals, felt not a single chill-
cd veriebre while reading Shelley's efforts. Hotiever, it must be confessed that
ho has since boen beset with a baunting fear that Goldwyn or Zamuck will purchase
the screen rights for them.
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¥istress Masham's Repose

Met York: G. P. Putnen's Soms, 1946. 255pps 2lam. §2.75.
Toronto: T. Themes sllen, 1946, 255pps 2loms $5.00s
London: Jopathon Cave, 1947. 224pp. 19¢m. 8/6.

% i tories
evies: This bool is unquesticnebly ome of the most charmingly amising S
%E'{;’:ﬁ-this veviever has Tead in many a day} It is emusing im concept; &muillzge;?
style; orusing because of its excellent illustrations and end-papers, dre.n o
erly by Fritz Eichenburg.

-y The principel cheracter is & ten-year-old girl named Maria, Sie Lives ciir_l
en sncrmous, ruined, English castle, brovbeaten by a very nasty vicar {,.arpguar
ian) and her governess, but bsfriended by Mrs. Noakes (the cook) and the Frofes
gcr, who duslls in a small cottage near-by that is crovded with first editions,
yot 4= lacking in food and similar necessities.

in the center of p lake on the great, rus-doun eataete thero is a smgll
fslend, thers stands a tomple called "Mistross Masham's Reposel Mo one bas vis-
ited this island for gonerations, sc ono day whon Migs Erown, tho governess, has
s sick headacho, Maria deeides to play pirate ond invado its unfouched shorass Sha
thus becamos the first human being to discover that the island is iphabited by &
rasc of Lilliputians!

Sho meles friends with tho tiny peoplo, and learms their histery. WThile
fniiiver brought buck no cepbives when he was Tescued, the captain of the wessel
whiek piezed him up, reelizizg the finmancial poseibilities of exploitation, se-
eretly returned to Lilliput snd captured a group of the tiny creatures. These un-
fortunates be broupht to England, trained, end prepared %0 make his fortune b ¥
exribivine them et fairs, ete. But one night when the captain beceme drunk the
Lilliputians esscaped---and founded their colomy on this tiny island, They had
aveided discovery until Moria found their hiding place.

Mistress Mashem's Repose swings through a seriez of delightful episcdes
o bocome tense vhern the Lilliputians and the Professor set out 10 rescus Maria
frem the old castle dungaons, vhers the governsss and the vieer have incarceretod
hor; and there is a final crisis, vhen Miss frown sets out to murder the girl %o
provent tho villainlies of herself and tho vicar from boing discovercd.

Th¢ charactors which 1&. Thite has created for this tale are mmaterpiccas
of deft ingenuity. Hc hes made his young hercine natural and humen---snd oo angel
0y any ncans. The viear is bolisvably unpleesant, vhile Miss Broon is positively
vicious. The cook is an amsing old scul-—-and her dog "Captain® & stroks of ar-
tistic genius. One of the most amusing passages of the whole hook shoms the clg
dog scliloquizing about his mistress-—vopdering if she has o soul, and goes tu
heaven as doge de, and deciding it is worthmhile to kesp his mistress & s = pet,
though sho is something of a nuisance at times!

But best of ell the guthor's characterizations is the old Prefessor. His
cottege is cramsed Tith moldering tomes---bosks are everywhere, most of them open
at scre place once of intsrest to their absent-mindsd ovner. His search for a
mielald set of Dulange iz mmusing indeed---espacinlly when, in despeir at his in-
ability to locate the volumes, the Erofesser sits deun to ronder on the books

 themselves.
Sueothly written, tho bock's praisesorthy gqualities ars apparent on avory
Page. Many fentpsies havo passed throush this reviewer's bends, but few
ched tho quality of Mistross Mashem’s Ronosc. It cen be rarvead many times
pleasurs, and must cleiln place among the very best of the genre,

~==Thyril L. Ladd.

have ap-
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THE TARZAN THEME

by
Darrell Cs Richardson

Many stories have been tritten about children being reared by enimals
by authors other than Edzar Rice Burroughs. That the public gives credence ¢ 0
this fascineting theme is proved by the reudy belief glven to neve articles about
a “gazelle boy" that circulated same menths ago. Various animale have been used
to help form nn suthentic background for suek tales. In the myths surrounding the
founding of Rome we read of Romulus and Remus, who wore supposedly rearad By a
she-volf, In Kipling's Junzle Book the boy Motgli is also reared among wolves.
Lnd of course the young Terzan of Burroughs was btrought up by Kala, the mctker aps,
and learns to speak the language of these groat anthropoids. While these are pur-
haps some of the most fmmous of their type, there are othera mhich deserve atten-
tion ss well.

Ono of the finest storics written on this theme is C.T.Stonehem's Hgsva
tho Lign Mon, published in 1923 by Mcthuon of Lundon. (I% appeared in jnerica un-
der tho titls Thg Lion's Way, and was relcased as a film, King of the Jumgle.)

The talo boginsg by tulling cof Bve Linteon, who lives in @ remcta sccticn
of ifrica with her uncle, Louden Grant. She loves the wild onliness of the veil
and the jungle. On one occasion, she explores the wilderness of Nyoka Mountein,
where she finds a sefari encampzd, headed by Lucian Morley, & Canadian. .nd that
aigkt be tells her the story of Kaspa Starke, the Lion Manee«.

Christopher S%arke and his wife were rhssionaries who were murdered by
natives., Their little son, Haspa, was lost in the bush. ind incredible though it
seemed, Kaspa was adopted by e lioness, and grew up to hunt with the lion vack.

e was discovered and recognized by a friend of his father, and later
captured by an old Duteh hunter. Eventually he learned fo speak Znglish an d
adopted eivilized ways, Ab this time he was six anl a half feet tall, and perhaps
the strongest-muschk2d and most splendid looking man in the world. He was kind and
gentle, yet hiz thick hair and golden beard actusally gave him the appearance of a
maned lion.

iforley, a distant kinsman of Kaspa, Tells Eve that Kaespa ®as presunably
drovned at sea, but that Cogo, & nuge, black-maned lion called the brother o Kas=-
ra, made his home on the very mountain-top vhere they are now camping. Bofore Eve
leaves Llarley teaches her the "peace call,™ a sign that lions use on approaching
a straonge being. Cn her way back she actuslly meets Dego, and by a combination of
her uncanny knowledge of animals, intuitive perception, and some scori of tslepethy
is able to conversae with hims She becomes his friend, and later hunfs with him
through the jungle.

De Costa, & renegade Portugese, writes Eve that her uncle has faken i1l
while visiting him, and is in need of her. Altkough she is suspicious, Eve heads
nevertheless for De Costa's distant estate, taking D with hers On the journay
Xasps the Lion Hen suddenly appesrs! Evs learns that, had escaped drovning, and
that he kas roncunced civilization, preferring to live in the jungle with hislion
friends. Eve is borane Yo his retreat, and the twe fall in love.

The balance of the novel deals with the capture of Live by de Costa, her
subsequent reseue, and the further intrigues of her captor, all involving the ex-
ploits of the lion man. Grant dice, and the book ends with Eve and Kespa sabtling
f;nmt;m a hugo African estote to a lifo of happiness far from the lizhts of civi-

Zat1ohe
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0f higher literary quality is Lord of She Leopards by F: & M. WobTmor,

. Leble tale-—=well written
published in Londen by Hutchinson in 1935. It is & Temar N A v i
and with an authentiec backsround. The author hes travelled extens:..:iy nATring,

Egypt end India, and bas e flair for portraying snimel PSY°h°1§g§ ge R b1, vho

Twin soms, Hactor end Lysander, eme born to Japet anc Joun Fa cq-f A
are missioraries in that section of the dark continent Where the dreau:h .!;bala
the leopard men is found. During o widespread uprising of this cult ?érrl‘ Y
und their mission staticn are wiped oub. At the time of thls messacre =ue ?i
happen to be a=ny in the jungle in the care of Golden Lotus, 2 Cckiness servjf.t;e

" and she, desrite being surrounded by the leopard men, manages $0 save ome ©
twins ond sscape. Hector, however, 1s taken captive. | )

In the meantime, ¢ne of tke men kills two leopard cubs in ?he1r cave.
The leovardsss, seeking for her young, trails the killer to the cult's stronghold
and thers finds lit4le Hector, who snugsles up to her unarraid._Her savage mother
keart gzoes out to this little bundle of life, and she carries him off and adol_:ts
bim. Shortly afterwerds the forces of authority crush the leopard cult, and f1r_1.c‘l
in their stronghold one of Heetor's little red shoes. NWot surprisingly, it is
taken for grented thet the boy is dead. Lysander, mesnvhils, is adopted and sent
10 England to be sducated.

Thus Heetor grew up a& a young lsopard. At ten years of age
be could svim like e seal and climb like & monkey. Hs wag, morecver, as strong as
@ young gorilla and as flest s a cheetgzh. He quickly learned to cenverse Tith
the jungis animaiz, buf of humon speeck be bad none. Becmuse of his intelligence
he becomes king of that remote egion, and lord of the lecpards theres

The balaonce of thia exciting tale concernz Heetor's discovery of man,
a second great uprising of the leoperd cult, the eventual meeting of the brothers,
Lysandex’s return to ~frice where he takss up his parents' mission viork, and var-
ious Jupgle tars, including Hecter's declaretion of war againat the white menwith
his buge army of leoparda, All of these, plus other equally intriguing episcdes,
make for s thrilling and drametic climex.

Bob Byrd's Kg-Zar, King of Fang and Clsw, published in 1937 by Vright
and Erovn of London, begins with o plons crash in the jungle. The survivors mre
Jobn end Constance Rend and their son David. The mother scon dies & the injuries
she h2e susteingd, and the fother ie aftervards murdered by two German adventur-
crs who bave learped of his sceret cmorald mine,

David rescuss o lion from quicksand and tho too become friendss He
lecres to converse with the varicus denizoms of the jungle. David (who Dbecomes
knotn as ®Ka-zar™) choosez to remain in the jungle with his animel friends rather
than return to eiviltzation when the opportunity is offered him.

Crme Sackville's Jungle Coddess, printed in London by the Modern  Pub-
%:shing Company, deale with Miota, a sart of female Tarzan wTho Tes reared in the
9ungla by j&ckals- Bhe is discovered by a safari that is loat in $heinaccassible
interiors The literary quality of %his beok is vestly inferior o the other tite
les reviewsd here,

Jungle fantasles on the Tarzan theme seam 4o have a Peculiar fescination

for readers of fantacy, Perhaps the reason is that benmaath the polished exterior
of eivilized man thers still existe that primeval urge that seeks

to earry hi
back te those prehistoric anmcestors of the asrth's davn, -
—m=plt=—-
dgknowledgementt The poem "Faunus Nocturnal" by L, Bleckledgs Lippmenn,

which
appearse on page 132 of this issue, is roprinted from the Bogk Mewa Monthly maga-
tine, in whese July, 1913 number it originelly wae published,
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THE THRIESTES

by
William H. Evans

The Thrill Bocl magazine, one of the least known sources of fantesy and
one which has prompted the wildost speculation and given rise to numercus Iumors,
wes published by Sireect and Swith in 1918. It had a short career, lasting only
sizteen issues, or eight months, . promising fufure was cut off when its publica-
tion was suspended by a printers' strike in November, 1919.

Puring its publication it seems to have had two joint editors; whether
this situation held true during sll sixtecn numbers is unknown, hovever. Theso
gditors tvero Duzcus Ae Claacy and Hareld Hersey, who edited, twelve years latar,
the tve issues of the ill-fated Miracle, Science and Fantasy Stories.

The first volume {eight issues) appeared in a size about that of Tire,
en rough pulp paper saddle-st apled, Starting with volume tWo, the msgazine re-
verted to the standgrd pulp size, and the number of pages increased from .64 o
16C, comparing with irrmosmy issues of this period.

Contrary to most reports and impressions, The Thrill Bogk definitely was
not an all-fantasy magszine such as Teird Tales or jmaszing Storiee, buf a general
action pulp similar to the imnsey $wins and the other Street and Smith magazines
of the peried (which may be the reason it died in the strike! %the older, well es-
tablished periodicals in the chain would have first call on printing rescurces).
I+ published some fantasy, %rue, btut also generous portions of non-fantasy.

Because of thia fact, a3 well as the general interest in the mnazazine,
the publication of the feollowing enalytical review of each issue seems fittilng.

March 1, 1919---vol. 1, no. 1

"Wolf of the Steppes” by Greye la Spima (eover story) {9pp)
« typiecal trerciolf dale, laid in Mew Tork, with Russians as central cheract-
gr8. It is of good queality, of the type Weird Tcles printed in 1926-3C.

“Ivory Huaters" by Will Cage Carey (9np)
4 sometnat humorous story of adventure in the north.

"Lilith" by Roy Le Moyne, pseud { wobably Harold Hersoy)] (vorsa] (lp)

"The Jeweled Ibis" by JT. C. Kofoed [2-part serisl) {(llpwm)
Scngihat fentastic adventures with a mysterious sect, supposedly descendad
frem the ancient Igyptians, under the creat pyramide. Sax Rohmer has treated
this theme much better several times.

"The Man Wito Met Himself" by Denovan Bayley (Spp)
. man's subconscicus materializes as his duplicote-~-vhich leads to troubles
The story is somewhat humorcus and reasonebly fantastics

"The Twisted Tepers®---"Ifrom the Russian of Lzrrovitceh' (by Harold Herzey)
{versa} {1p)

"In the Shadews of Rocca" by Ji Hampton Bishop (part 1 of 3} (Spp}
This tells of a race of huge ifrican jorillas who have saveses for slaves and
are ruled by a white queen. They ars =tumblad on by explorers, ocne of vheas
falls in love %ith the womans The expected trouble oceurs, and the ymrn ia
cappad by an indecisive ending. It could eppear in g Ziff-Davis nulp today.

March 15, 1919---vol., 1, no. 2
"The Web of Death™ by Clare Douglas Stuart (cover story) (Spp)
Murder by spiders in an stmosphers of psychological horror; the tala is good,
but ths theme might have been developed better.
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o 1p)

"if1adi® ty Charles Kiproy, pscud (Hereld Hersey) {varse) (

" Eooting, Tooting Son of’a Gun" by Horard Dvight Smiley (1upp)
4 Dot overly humorous westerns -

"My Lovely" by hlbert Cwens (verse) (1p , ]

"In the Shadows of Race® by J. Hampton Bishop (part 2 of 3) LLUDD/

"The Jewaled Ibis" by J. C. Kofoed [par‘b{ﬂ of 2{ (éolzp)] 0 7o)

"The Broker Idol" by Lzra Putnsm, pseud {Greye la Splna
4 short parable about cne t:]’m destroys the gods of another without replacing
entther object of worship.

April 1, 1919---1.'?1. }, no. 3
"Tha Henk of Yera" by Perley Poore Sheohan [Epp i
z ¥inder is a}.r:u:m::Ir killai, and while he lies on the brink of death his spirlt
visits his femily. Whils not up to Sheehen's usual standard, and certainly
aot compering with hia Munsey masterpieces, this is atill a good storys
"Captain George Guynemer® by Herold Hersey (verse) (1p)
"Coursze" by andrev Soutar {7pp)
& mundane tele of high finance.
"¥1cwerlight” by Philip Kennedy, pseud {Herold Hersey) (lp) {verse}
*In the Shadows of Race" by J.« Hmmpton Bishop (part 3 of 3} (7pp)
NThe Clasp of Renk” by S Carlston (7pp}
4 S50-50 ghost atory of the north.
" % tho Lnd of the Wires™ by Athelstene Hicks {1l4pp)
A nystery-adventure yorn.
*Phs Living Dead"by Seymour Le Xoyne, pseud (probably Harold Heraey} (1p)
cbout 8 wad painter ang his hellucinetions.
"Phe Death of Columbino® by Roy Le Moynme, pseud (Harold Hersey) (versa) {1lp)

dApril 15, 1919--~vola. 1, no. 4

"Down the Coest of Shadowa™ by Perley Pocre Sheshan (1Xra)

& much better Sheehan story about possesalon of a wan by his dead bLrother.
"The Thing thet Wept® by Charles Fulten Oursler {lp)

An undertaker's mssistant is frightenad---by a telephone.
"Profit by Loss® by Claerence L. Andraws (42pp)

Lysterious adventures on a transcontinental train; not fantasy.
"The Heunted Houss" by Harry Kemp {verse) (1p)
"The Midden Imperor® by George C. Hull (cover story) (6pp)

Orientsl intrigue.

“ilzheus Bings-~-Thrill Hound: 1. Ths Death's Head Mystery" by Roland Cliphent
(2pp) & ghos%-hoax, somewhat humorous, in verses
PThe King" by Vail Yernon (verae) {ip)

"Froedar by Arnold Tyson, pseud {Harold Hersey) (verse) (lp)

May 1, 1919---vol. 1, no, 5

"Jown the Coost of Shadews™ by Perley Poore Shechan [pars 2 of 2) {1cpp)

®Tte Devil's Own" by Cheszter L. Saxby (part 1 of 2} (Ls5pp)
Just a sea story.

"The Inefficient Ghost" by Ezra Putnam, pseud (Greye la Spina) (1/2p)
Anotber little storiette, more fentestlc this timae.

"The Tumry and the Ventriloquist® by Harold Heraey |verse) (1p}

"LiTe" by Roy Le Moyne, pacud (Harold Hersey) {verse) {1p)

"The Stoue Image®™ by Seabury Grandin Quinn (8pp)

& stone god comes to life and possesses a young womani the result is a rood
stondard Woird Tales story. The real point of intersst is that it introduces

a cortain Dre. Trovbridge of a city which remeins unngmed, yet which ansily
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cculd be that one which rivals srkhem for ghoetly happenings. The clincher,
though, 15 that the young vietim had a cook, Nora MeGinnie, who waa fright-
ened away, and Tho next turns up es the cock supreme of Dr. Tyrowbridge. This,
then, is probebly the very first of the de Grandin ateries, the famous Jules
being in the wings, Walting for his cua.

“The Battle™ by Arnold Tyson, pseud (Harcld Hersey) (verss) {ip)

"sipheus Bings-~-Thrill Hourd: 2. The Inenition Cure" by Ronald Oliphant {1p]
Verse-~-~in pralse of The Thrill Book.

"llothing but Dus3” by Fredsrick Beoth (cover story) (6pp)
1 mystery solved by the murderer's gullty conscience plua same stage setting.

"Thy Cne-Mer Log Drive" by Raymond S, Spears {4pp)
3 mundane leogging tels.

May 15, 1919~--vols 1, no. &
"Crawling Hands" by Ps &. Connolly (pert 1 of 2} (S5pp)
& beaunted rocm, festuring spirit hands. Rather goods
"After" by Charles Kiproy, pseud (Harold Hersey) (verse) (1lp)}
"Mazic in Manbatten” by Robert W. Sneddon (1llpp)
Oceult Hindu magic is found snd lost, because the uses to which it is put are
trivial---as is tke story.
“The Devil's Own" by Chester L. Saxby {(part 2 of 8) (cover story} (13pp)
"Marca® by Carl Buxton, pseud (Harold Hersey) (varss] {1p)
"Cut of Our Hands' Reach" by Roy Le Moyne, paeud {Herold Hersey) (verss} (lp)
"Whan Basset Forgot" by Harcourt Farmer (3pp)
A spider atory of medlium worth.
“Frem over the Border™ by Greye la Spina {Spp}
A phost story---that may be & hoaxX.
"Revnnes" by Rey Le Moyme, pseud (Harold Hersey} (verse) (1p)
"The Rim of the World" by Duffield Osborne {4pp)
liedium grade fentasy about a ghostly moth.
"aipheus Bings---Thrill Hound: 3. The Purple Tear Hay" by Reland Oliphant (1p)
This entire on rays, in verse, is of little worth.

June 1, 1919---vol. 1, nce 7
"Iirasbourg Rose®™ by John R. Corysll (part 1 of 4} (lépp)
A rather good spy story of World War I.
"Cravling HInnds® (pert 2 of 2) (5pp)
"The Street without a MName" by Horold Hersey {cover atery} (9pp)
Iiystery in Chinctown.
“The Fctel Chord" by Herry C. Douglas (7pp)
Spies oand mystericus music mixed recsonably wall.
"0ld Lovers™ by Albert Cwans {verse) {1p)
“Those Greay Streets™ by Philip Kennedy, pseud (Harold Hersey) (verse} {lp)
"The Haunted Landscape® by Greye La Spina (4pp}
4 picture shows the true facts of a2 mysterious demth. OQuite good.

Jure 15, 1819---w¥ol, 1, nos B

"The Vengeences of Vishmu" by George C. Jenks (8pp)

A feir mystery complicated by an Criental cursa.
"Azlaig" by arnold Tyson, pseud (Harcld Hersey) (verse) (1p)
"The Unscen Ssventh" by Scphio Loulse Wenzel (4pp)

A ghost returns tc kill hig murderer. Good.
"The Strasbourg Rese" by John B. Coryell [pert 2 of 4] [cover story) (1Spp)
YPrsyer" by Mary Carolyn Davies (verse) (lp)
"This Way Out" by Will Gage Carey {3pp] A sea atory.
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*The Sargasso Sea" by Chester L. Saxby (7pp) Wi
% Sea story with consideratle overtones of weird sl;m-l[-‘lrezlj'; L)
"Siefts of Light™ by Aoy Le Moyne, psaud [Har?;ﬂ ?eraev ' .
"The Barderlend Bridgs" by Charles T» Jordan (7pp |
An experiment in "scul sending® foes Wronge Quite imterestlig

July 1, 1918---vols 2, nos 1 (Dow 160PP, small size)

"Jenishing Gold™ by Clarence L. Andrews (47pp)

A Oyctery st of gold nining

"Tho Oi?um Sh{p" g;y H. Bgdrord—ifcnas {part 1 of 4) (cover story) 1301)91);

The uzunl swashbuekling edventures, this tlme with China Sea piratesa.

“Strusbourg Rose” by John R. Coryell {part 3 of 4} (3lpp)

" The Curtein™ by Wine W. Putnan {vor:iso) glp]

b cnth Crisis™ by L. J. Besstcn {Spp

. T.L_nnontertainingylbut non~fantacy) account of how a thief met an  unexpected
svent-—-and lost his life.

®he Dance® by Charles Kiproy, pseud {Harold Hersey) (verse) {1p)

"The Bibulcus Beby™ by Tod Robbins (opp) ;
2 man, born BSyeers old physicelly, lives hia life bac]{‘fe_rds. He tells 1:.1;.
story, wkile tippling in hils baby buggy, to a chance friend vhen he has On]:f
four weeke to live. Tils i9 one of the earliest exemplos of the use of this

"thc Seventh Glcas™ by i« Ue Glesy (18pp} theme.
A well-written spy tale.

"he Conqueror" by Robert W. Sneddon [4pp)
¥adren have strange hallucinations; herg, they ere those of a man who thins
he cen conguer death personified. Quitae unusual.

"Then Ghosta Walked" by Christopher Bannister {llpp}

Txo lovers commit suicide in a hotel dining-room. Thelr ghosts seem to re-
turn.~a - year later, but the euthor provides a mundane explanation.

July 15, 1919~--vol. 2, no. 2

"L Thousand Degraes below Zero®™ by M urray Leinster (38pp)
The guthor introduces & device Vhich will remove all the heat from surround-
ing bodiea, leaving them at a temperature of "=-1000°" [an error caused par r--
ly by using -460°, the Fghrenheit absclute zero, ns the Centigrade valuz znd
converting that to Febrenheit). The inventor uses it %o a$tack the Uniied
States, end is of course defesefed in tho end. This is 4rue selenco-fietion
by an old mester Who s%till coniributes good stories to the field.

"Tho Lnte" ty ¥ay Freoud Dickonson {4pp)
To cure his wife's fear of snekes, an Fnglishman in India kills a cobra and
placea 1ts body in the dark of his wife's bedroom. During the evening he
sends her there on a pretext; she meets the snake's live mete, who kills her.
(Wee thia story reprianted in Weird Tales under ancther title or author?)

"The Gpium Ship® by H. Bedford-Jones {part 2 of 4) (21pp)

"TLe Strasbourg Rose™ by John R, Coryell (part 4 of 4) {2%pp)

“The Leat Emplre” by Frank Well {part 1 of 2) (l4pp)
4 colony of deacendente of the Pilgrims is discovered in the Sargasso Sea by
ar JAmerican, who falls in love with one of the girls there, escapes,
flnally returns happily to civilizetion. 2n average Storyes

*The Bolled of the Living Dead™ by Horry Kemp (verse) {1p}

*A Voice from Bayond® by Tod Robbins (2pp)
4 ghost tells about the joke he rlmyed on his lezy nephek---meking him werlk
for nothing; it isn't perticularly humorous.

*Tales of the Double Man: 1. The Double Man®™ by Clyde Broadwell {4pp)
< nan who lives two lives-—-or is two people, if you will~--in two places is
introduced: one operates by day in New York, the other by night

ang

{during his
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slsap) in Cape Town. Thls is the firat of a series, stating the problen.
Mhe Vhispering from the Ground™ by Don Mark Lemon (3pp)

A conTesgsion is extracted from a murderer by a mysterious voice from the

grave of his victim, which turns out %o be a hoax.
"The Dead Book!" by Harolad Hersey (Epp)

in atmospheric tale ghout & mysterlious book that brought death to readera.
"Pack to Derth” by R. Ray Baker (5pp)

A drovning men's spirit leaves bis body temporarily, but it returma and he
“"The Poninrd o Charlotés Cordey"ty Francols de Vaollient (5pp) TEOOVAT 8,

The cursed dagger continues to wield Its Infliuence.

Auguat 1, 1919~-~vol. 2, no. 3

“"The Opium Ship” by H: Bedford-Jcnes (part 3 of 4) (1l4pp)

“The Lost Impire" by Froank Wall {part 2 of 2} {covar story) (16pp)

"he Unknown Revolution" by Denhy Brixton (45pp)
Revolt and intrigue in Maxico.

"Then Dead Lips Speak™ by Apna Allce Chepin (10pp)
A device to let the dead speak---works!

"fhe Wax Doll" by Ezra Putmam, pseud {Greye la Spina) (8pp)
The ghost of a child ccmes basek for ite dolls. Very goods

“he Crystzl Ball™ by Jamee Cary Haves (2lpp)
A queer mystery that turns out to be e hoaz.

“Hidden Pathways" by Albert Owens (1p) {verse)

"Tales of the Double Man: 2« Death by Duplicate by Clyde Broadwell (8pp}
kot happens when one of the tvo men with one persconality dies.

"Tte Spider and $he Fly" by Don Mark Lemon [3pp)
A good herror story about o weman who, after being bltten by a splder, takes
on the atiributes of a spider and finally kills her husband,

"The Lost Days" by Trainor Lansing (part 1 of 2} (17pp)
New York gains one, then two, days on the rest of the country, which lsads @
great confusion. Therg is no sctual loss of time, but merely a psychologi=
cal change. The explanation turns out to be aq mad scientist, who poisoned
the water supply with & rure chemical. The story iz somewhat annoylng, rep-
resenting as it doee a fine ides poorly handled.

August 15, 1919---vol. 2, nos &

"The Yeads of Cerberus" by Francis Stevens (part 1 of 5) (27pp) {cover story}
4 strange dust in an aneient vial, known as "the Heads of CerberusTt, sends
several people into a strange, medieval world, cut of space and time. They
return to Philadelphia, in the future, = very strange place with an egually
strange goverament that abhors the past. They return to the prasent after
numercus adventures in this city. This novel, probably the bsest etory ever
published ih Ths Thrill Bogk, has an indefipable, dream-like atmosphere in
its writing that raminds me somewhat of Jurgen. Read it if aver you canl

~¢ Opium Ship" by He Bedford-Jones (part 4 of 4) (12pp}
1€ Lost Days" by Tralnor Lansing (part 2 of 2) (1épp)

".n Ancient Pathway™ by Frecman Harrisen {verse) {1p)

"The I/en from Thebes® by William Wallace Cook [6lpp)
& rummifisd prieat of ancient Thebes 1s revived in modern America. Hs pos-
sesses a marvellous curs-all that actually works, and falls im with & petent
medicine erowd, Several peoplo are after the sgeret, but the 'Frisco asrth-
quoks eonds tho intrigue, the priest disappesring. Very enteriaining.

"Simple Florers™ by Charies Kiproy, pseud (Haroid Hersey) (verse) (1p)

"The Conquerers™ by Tod Robbins (3pp)
The last composition of a famous composer is a funersl march that bringe up
visions of mncient Remes Unusual.
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"Tho Terror of the Rats" by Craydon Heath {farf- 1 of 2) {12pp)
¥ysterious edventure in smsrice end Chinma

“ales of tie Double Man: 3¢ Ky Duo-Ego Svestheart® by CLyde Broadwell (9pp)
Complications of love enter the :;.ifa of tha double man.

“Theopheny" by Herry Kemp {verse) {lp

"The Heart's Horizon" by Fhilip Kennedy, pseud (Harold Hersey) (verse) {ip)

September 1, 1919=~-vol, 2, 10s 5

“The Hends of Gerberus" by Francis Stevens (part 2 of 5) (16pp}

"The Tarror of the Rats" (part 2 of 2} (17pp)

"The Silver Menace® by Mirray Leinster (part 1 of 2} {17pp} |
A sequel o M1000 Degrees Below Zerg," with the same ceptral characters. &
little silver amimecule covers the uceans and encroaches on the land, impei
i1ling the world, until et last a remedy is fonnde & bit dated, tut readable.

™Cobra Girl® by Rothvin Wallace (33pp)

4 medicere tale of mdventure in Indis, with a white girl controlling snakes

in a pative temple; the herc rescues her ia the usual fashion.

"Ther Wires ire Doun® by Lillian Beynon Thamas (1lpp)

This ghost story is of the usual asort, but it hes good mimosphera,
"Fragments” by Tod Robbins (2pp)

4 strange }lttie plotless etmospheric piece.

"Life’s Last Song" by Arnold Tyson, pseud (Herold Hersey)] (verae) [lp)

Mnexpected® by Junius B. Smith (Spp)
£ plot to bilk the state of money for unjust impris .onment beckfires,

“Burnt Bridges™ by Clarence L. Arndrews (8pp)

Aviation thrills and chases--~in & dyipg men's broin during hislast few sec~
"4 Mystery Downatairs"™ by Francisco Curitis (9pp) onds,

4 carpse in the morgue comep to life---gpparently. So-8Bo,

"Tales of the Deuble Men: 4. Disentombed to Wed® by Clyde Broadwell {8pp)

Events become atill more complex, with one of the two egos recalled to life.
"Among the Stars™ by slbert Owens (verse) (1p)

"Gifts" by Roy Le Moyne, peeud (Harold Hersey) (verse) [1lp)

"The Eiss of the Silver Flask™ by Evengeline Weir {7pp)

A go~so detective story.

"¥ortier’s Duel® by Jean Joseph-Reneud {3pp)
= duel with a ghost crouching on the sidelines.

"Oreen Tye" by apgustine Lardy {$pp)

The story of a man who is daminated, almest hypnotized, by his aunt., Worth
"The Fear® by Carleton Wu KHendall (7pp) reading.
. 4 very ums;xal tale cf a man suffering from a malady thet attacks the sense

Cutof the Night" by Philip Kennedy, pseud {Harold Hersay) (veras)(lp) CTEans

September 15, 1919---vol. 2, no, 6

"The Red Lure" by Frank L, Packard (47pp)

Adventuree in Borneo~--snd enm immense ruby, OGf average quality, with well-
®Tho loata. of Cernerus® b

© Heads of Cerberus™ by Francia Stevens {part 3 of &) (&3

"The Eilver ¥enace" by Murray Leinster {parzpz of 2} [lép;;:} )
"Undying HEatred" by Tod Robbins (4pp)

4 ghost story of revenge, Above average.
PMhe Tanmple® by Alphonse de la Ferte (ip)

A prose poem.
“"The House of the Kightmare® by Rawnrd Iucas

A hauntod house with ghoets,.
PThe Love that Stira Me Sov

White [Gupp)
Good. despite i%s common Tlot.
by Cerl Buxton, peeud (Herold Hersey) (verse) (1p)
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"The Gift Wife" by Rupert Hughes (part 1 of 4) {eover story) (35pp)

Adventure in the Waer Kast, with plenty of Oriental intrigue and harems.
"To Spond with Eose" by Cherles Kiproy, pseud (Hareld Hersey) (verse) (ip)
"Iet Them Tip Tebles™ by Harry Kemp (verss) {ip)
"Phe Case of the Man Blind" by T. E. Transcau {7pp)

& ghost returns t$o murder, leaving various relics---buf it's only a hoax.
"} Ballade of the Sea" by Roy La Moyne, pseud (Harold Hersey) (verse) (1p)
"Tales of $he Double Man: 5. The Itehing Link of Destinty" by Glyde Broadwell(%pp)

The end of the series, as en operation clears up the troubles
"Dissonance” by Clerk Ashton Smith {verse} (lip]
"Filbert's Grand Final® by Bernard Gilber Priestley (7pp)

A humoreus rube in baseball.
"Living Memjories™ by Cerl Puxton, pseud (Horold Hersey) (verse) (ip)

Getcber 1, 1918---vol, By no. 1
"Mr. Shen of Shensi" by H. Bedford-Jones (cover story) {25pp)
A Ckinese saientis®, armed with a "black-ray® of invisibility and scme Chine
eS¢ occuit Aecrets, comes to Jmerica fo stir up a red revolt. He is finally
Toiled. This semi-science-fiction tale wes reprinted frum jli-Story, August
"The Gift Wife"™ by Rupert Hughes (part 2 of 4) (20pp) 18, 1917.
"Ths Heads of Cerberus” by Francis Stevens (part 4 of 5}
“"Receiling Sparks™ by Roy W. Hinds {13pp)
4L madman who is inferested in electric chairs.
"Such Beauty” by Roy Le LKoyne, pseud (Harold Hersey) (verse} (Ip}
“WPatween Two Worlds™ by Ada Louvie Ivans (Epp)
£ weretvolf story of the Morth that is no better then avarages
"i Thousand Milas" by Charles Kiyroy, pseud (Herold Hersey) [(verse) {(1p)
"Love's Silence” by .rnold Tyson, pseud (Harold Bersey) {verze) (lp)
“an Beceentric™ by Roy Leslie (3pp)
An gperie story of a madman who imagines he has killed his brother.
"Dim Unknown" by Carl Buxton, pseud {Herold Hersey} (verse) {ip)
"Step and a Half" by Harry Golder (22pp)
L good western story---told by = madmen!
"Ghosts of Chaaemol™ by Anthony J. Lorenz {7pp)
4 cadmen in Mays ruins acts like & ghost.
"One Like Yourself" by Alphonse de la Ferte (verse} [ip)
"The Distant Sters” by Francois de Vallient (verse] {(1p}
"Beyond s Single Day" by FPhilip Kennedy, pseud {(Harold Hersey) (verse] (1p)
"The Mouse and the Cheese" by Will H. Greenfield (4pp)
The story of a mean little crimse.
"The Perfect Melody" by Newion A. Fuessle [6pp)
Ldventure in the north.
"Wiolets®™ by Harcld de Polo (ip)
L dying womasn wants 4o ses her viclets---gnd the nurse smells them.
"Words that Came ilive™ by Mary Caroline Jevies (4pp)
Hew o poet is driven $o dispair by words he has writien. Good.
"Crimson Flovers" by Tod Robbina {1p)
ligdness in a fragment.
"4t the Hands of the Master™ by Everstt MeNeil (12pp)
Ln Indian mystic brings about posssasion of one body by the ego of ancther
at a distance. .. very much out of the ordinary talee.
"The Escaps" by Mordsunt Hall {8pp)
There is wonderful atmosphere in this account of murder in a Paris cafes
"The Scng from the Dead" by Pearl Bragg (lp)
A musician, heunted by the ghost of his mad wife, goes insanes. Poora.
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October 15, 1919-=-vol, 3, no. 2

"The Heade of Corbarus® (part 5 of 5) (21pp)

"Juju® by Hurray Leinster (cover story) (‘@PP) -
Interosting west African adveniurgs.mtl{lﬁil};i)-\fﬁﬁ gni g -

*The Ultimate Ingredient"™ by Greye la Spina LLi'P R ot
A typicsl mﬁd scientist tale about invisibility b:;ug!-‘ :Ias; B
palve, Trying to discover one thet will reverge the pro ’
drainshie sister nnd secretary of blood. (S

"Concerning the Pithecanthrol(:us .?ractus“ by W. B, Horner (verse} \1p/

@ e" by Ralph Roeder (5 i

Amar:t;zthodytar goatiug humaﬂg with floxible steel is discovered end used in a
South Americen revolution, which loses,

9The Gift Wife" by Rupert Hughes (part 3 of 4) (26pp)

*like Princess" by Bugene A, Clancy {7pp)
A semi-humorsus New York tughoat story.

"The Uystery of the Timbsr Tract” by Francis Meicalfe (9pp)
A heunted forest---and a madman -

“4 Bellede of Morgan" by Williem Van Wyck (verss} (1p)

"pigure Nine" by Horatio Winslow {6pp)

Dell tale of hallucinations in the mind of a little beokesper,

"s Recruit for the Lambs" by L, R. Ridge (4pp)

Adventure in the Phillipines,
“Hands Invisible™ By William B, Kofoed (2lpp) -
lystery in South Americen revaolutionss the invisible man isn't really 11;!:;5—
ibla,
In the ebove number it was announced that the magazine would become o
monthly with the next issue, to be labellod December, In addition to the con-
clusion of “The Gift Wifo" the following stories, among others, woerc said to be
schoduled for appoarancos
"For Art's Sake" by Tod Robbins (2-part serial)
"Impulss" by Francis Stevens
fGifte of Tain Loe" by Loslio Burton Blades
“John Jones 1748-1788" by Rebe R. Cornell
"Haduea's Venom" by H. Bedford Jones
This iesue never appoared, Whether any of the stories listed ebove ever were
published in other Street and Smith mapazines I do not know; it may be possible
to trace some of them to Top-Noich, Popular, or oiher megagines of the chain that
eccasicnally published fantasy, Since I em undertaking a survey of these mage-—
zines, I mey find them, If anyone else hap information on them, or seas any
errors in this iist, I would greatly eppreciate their contacting we.

mw=Q0Cenm
Open House=--concluded from page 146

thesis are predominent in the whole mood of the book regardless of how meny ex=
tiraneous currents flow through it also, In spite of the skeichy descriptions of
the machine used, there is reelly no ettempt at remsonable or logicel explanation
at the ond, The denoument is brought ebeut by blind circumstence; the outside
powers are victorious, and thers is no mealy~mouthed attempt to turn the whole
off as a hoax or a dream, One of the cerdinal principles of the detsctive story
is that it have a logical explanations--oven if only in peychologicael terms, Su-
pernatural "touches" must be leboriously explelnod awey in the lmst chapter,

Detoction and processes of logical daduction are alweys of gecondary
importance in The Edge of Bunning Water; and events of mpparent drometic import-
ance (as Elora Marcy's death) are alwaye keyed to presege the grim fingle,
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MOORE; Ward

Greensr Thop Fou Think

New York: Williaem Sloans issoclates, Ince, 1947. 358pp. 2145 cme. $3.50.

Review: VWhen ilbert Weener sprayed the Metamorphizer on an unkempt, hatf - dead,
Californim lewn I dcubt if he locksd beyond the five dollare he receiwved for the
worke Probably Josephine Spencer Francis, the chemist who invented the spray,
loolked 1ittle further shesd than he. But the Metamorphizer's action very socon
mude them loock. I% made everyome else look, too. For the dried-up devil graes
proeophly ceme to life---and grew. It grew with terrific apeed; satteining a lush
height that turned back scythes, power-mowera, weed-burners and explosives that
tried to curb it. Worse, the grass spread---while so far as Miss Franels kmew,
tbere was ne vay tc stop it.

Grosner Then You Think, then, is & story of capkind's battle witk the
graes, as chronicled by Llbert Weener. Before the public reslizes fhe denger o f
the situstion devil grass thirty feet high vaves over mest of Los Angeles. Thafks
to the new Tertility provided by the Metamorphizer, it spreads equally well over
ssnd, concrete and river barrierss, Then it iz discovered that common =al%, long
since known a= a garden weed-killer, can be used to combat the menaces All avall-
able salt is shipped westvard and dumped in & vast band sround the rampent vege=
tations The grass reaches the barrier---and stops.

But the respite is brief., New patches spring up outside the salf band
end flew inte & green tide that sweeps on toward the Rockiess The atomic bhomb,
tried as & last resort, succseds only in cresting = mutant form of the grass which
haz good resistance to salt water and tufted, dandelion-like seeds thet winds blow
BVeTywhere. As a final resort fifty miles of Central imerica between the Penama
Cenal and Lake Nicaregua is blown up. Gigantic fans are then set in operation on
the southern shore to btlow chancs seedlings back to abandcemed North America.

Through these scenss of world destruction---with mob violence, nation=
al esconomic collapse, Tevolution and a Russo-imerican wer tossed in &s counter-ir-
ritants---move Mr. Moore's charamcters. They ars a strange lot, memorsble more
for surfsce idiosyncrasies than authentic psychelogieal depth (which 1s for tke
most part lacking). Most interesting 1s William Rufus lLe ffa;asé, vehegent news-—
paper editor with & better assortment of Fflorid invective at his tengue's end
than any cne  his employees plua an unabridged Websier could asssemble in & weeks
Ee is certainly human enough. But the author's attempt to feist on us Josaphine
Spencer Franclis-—--barrel-shaped, sloppily dreased, with the sex eppeal of & hip-
popotamus=---n8 & chemist with en intelligent sceiel outlock gebtas off %0 a rather
ragged start in book one. Thore the remder learns that she hea lef her invention
L2 usod at rondom with full imonledge that she has no way to counteract ita ef-
feetoa Admittedly, had she done otherwise Gresmer Than You Think might never hava
Leen writtens Still, such action does net meke ome very sympathetic with herT
ccnsible (if unoriginal) aetions in books twe to six. Reporter Ja¢son Gootes 1s
ar. irritating bore. I wos grateful 4o ses him brought to & merciful end early in
the noel . General Tharlo's alecholic capacity mekes him mildy interesting, but hia
son Guerge would have made a better religious fanatic than a composers Even Al-
bert Weener himself does not emerge in elear perspectives By hils writings one can
see him, walbeit dimly, &s a sort of pulp magazine Pecksniff, grasping or fawning
as the furthering of his own interests dictates., But nsither he nor the majority
of the other cheracters have been stamped from & sharp encugh die %o waar well.

Into mll this Ir. Livors has stirred & liberal quantity of aatire and
some word-twisting tricke a little sbove the Ackermanesa lavel. The matire wva-
ries from broad and slapstick to the subtly fine, but &ll of it 1a unfortunately
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: ERa i il a3-
spread too thin to be more then momenturi}y effective. Bie;a;;?Erasuzﬁ- i
most everything instead of reserving telling blows for & U ET YR
author defeats his cwn aim, The grommar-flaunting con31s?s Ot R Ak
phes in coniractions part of the time, and habitually runn{ngd 05:0' 0 ol
to make larger ones, as "financecompany,” "onceandfor§11, Oﬁ hy;tit or o
1o ffageso's own remsrks on ",,,futile, lecherous pawings &t the cha adilescent
English lenguuge,.." come to mind at the sight of such purpos?lsszae P o8t oy
smart-dleckisma, but perhaps, after all, they ere too strong for -
i nyway.

. toos:i;:ﬁg’t;aioa{épsaS, the prosa flows along w%tl{ a smootﬂ vigoranda
light by welcome touches of humor, There are somé das?r%pt?ons of tho utvafc}zg
grass thai ere oxtromely well done,  Among the moat.v1v1d.1s the eccoun to t} ;
island-hopping progress through Micronesin to the Asian meinlend, Circumstantia
narration like this keeps the menace from ever seeming unreal. ’

Interestingly encugh, ir, Moore is femilimr with pulp fantasyj There
#re side refersnces oh pages 33 and 3063 and the advent of the graes brings forth
this lengthier pessage (page Bl):

Contributors to sclentifiction megazines burst bloodvessels
nappily turning out ten thousand words e day describing their
herces® edventures amid the red grass of Yars or the blua
grass of Venus alter they had singlehandsd---with the help
of a deathrey and the hercine's pure love---conguered the
green grass of Tellus,

Probably because of this familiarity he tastefully avoids many of the cliches
cormon to the field, Yet sven so, I rather think I prefer "The Ivy War" to

Greenar Then You Think, Read the book yourself, however; there's a fair chance
you might disagree with me, ———Charles Peter Brady.

—r=l i m=

Faunug Nocturnal

by
L. Eleckledge Lippmann

Lonely, I roamed through the aislas of the shade—haunted woodland,
All was at reat, save the atremm with its addies and swirlag

Pale shcne the moon, end the cob-webs and dew-drops around me
Wove a weird tissue of delicate laces and pearls,

Huehad wne the wood, In the iree-iops no lonper the breezes
Vioke the soft leavem into tremulous ripples and swells,

Heavy the air, with the fragrance of fern-hidden flowera,
Sleeping, not dead, in the midet of snchantment and spells,

Then, without meeing, I felt the awift touch of a Frosence,
Stirring the earth with e mepical wand of releese,
Wrapping my epirit in soft, indescribabie cadenco,
Such ae pipoe one time playod on the hillsidee of Greace,

I, wvho wae lonely, nt last shell ba lonely no longer,
I have returned to the place where my spirit began,

0ld geds have found me, and T have bewn ¢laimed as & brother,
Blagazd in the night with ihe mysticel presence of Pan,
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TIPS QN S hANSES

John G. Nitka

Alfred H, Bill's ¥olf in the Garden (1931)t A stranger comes to a slgepy little
hamlet on the banke of the Hudson in the early 18G0's, and shertly after his ar-
rival the villege miser is found depd, his thromt gashed open horribly, The
stranger buys the miser's home end seiiles himself thers, hiding the will
which hs found hidden in the houge, This will namep a protege of the dead man
as beneficiary of hie entire estete and possessions, This young fellow promptly
beging searching for the will, which he is certain exista, Heanwhile other poo-
ple ere found dead vith similarly torn throats, and the young man himself is
gashed in the arm by & wolf and makes a miraculous escapa, The wolf is eventu-
ally run down and shot, whorcupon the animal bedy diseppears end bocomos tho
stranger's, The will is found, and all ends happily, The plot, as can be geen
from this resume, is pretty much an over-thoe-river melodrema, but the narration
is well done, and there are momenis of terrific suspense which maeke the novel
well worth ovming,

Maris Herrington Billings® An Ygvptian Love Spell (1914): A young man buys
a gstrange ring in a curio shop, As he examines it in his home he guddenly finds
himself in alien surroundings, He is imgon, B royal messeénger of ancisnl Aasayr-
in, He and some others have jugst returned from Zgypt, and the spoils are being
divided. To impgon's lot falls a Jewish dancing-girl, with whom he ismuch tzken.
Upon getiing back to Bebylon he tries to persuade her to fly with him, bt iz in-
terrupted by Semiremia, the queen, whe in turn deasirez bapgon, But agon, femr-
ing life on &n uneasy throne, wants no part of her, OBhe retelistes by having
his paramour done away with, and King Ninus, whe all this time has been interest-
ed in the girl himself, accuses [‘agon of the deed and dooms him to death, Whore-
upon the queen spirits Magon awayss=and st this point the young man wekes up to
find himself in the present, in a theater, the spell of the ring somehow dissipat-
od, FHe immediately becomes infatuated with a girl in ihe theater; one vhom the
author {by a long stretch of coincidence) makes e reincarnation of the Egyptian
Joweesa, He meets her, and all ends in the approved fashion. This novel, in my
opinion, could not very well be undsrrated,

Robert Lowis Taylor's Adrift in a Boneyard {194%}: A emall group of peoplo ere
waylaid by an unexpected storm while motoring, and after setting out when it has
abated suddenly discover roads littered with cers and manned by corpses, Noindi- .
cation es to ceus?d of death is given, but their very existence is proef that al-
most 51l of the world's population-~-human population, that is, for animals seem
unaffected-—-is dead, The group finds a place to live---a haven preparsed by a
crank who believed the end of the world was imminent---where thoy remain until it
is firod through e prank of one of them, Thay locato a plane, fiy to Europe, and
discover there two more survivors, a girl and her grandfather. The grandimther
dies, and the party tekes the girl back fo America with them, ALl conrcerned then
settle down in Floride for the rest of their lives., After reading many tales of
world dastruction this one, with its satiric undertone, somehow didn't jell at
all, Its humor wes the only femture that induced me to keep on reading it to the
end, For the reader who does not peruse fantasy regularly, it ahould be pasashly
better, of course+--but to the old-tima collector, espscially one who haa become
a littls choosy ebout his fantesy diet, it cennot be rocommendod. Better novols
of this themo than lr. Taylor's have appoarod bofore, and will egain.
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THE IMMORTAL STORM

A Bistory of Scisnce-Fiction Fandom

by
Sam Moskowite

(part 9}

XXv
The Wollheim-Hoskowitez Feud

Despite &1l disrupting forces, fandom was slowly progressing, hold::g
fast to ite gains as it achieved them, Let us exemine the penorame of the 1928
fan fisld spread before us, There is s weekly newspaper, &n amat?ur press group,
@ manupcript buremu, Thers mre several rogular monthly fan m?gann?s and & hulf
doren regular bi-monthly periodicals, A national convention is being p:!_anncd,
Two lerge SFL chapters hold meetings at opposite ends of the cou::ltry._ Hl‘th?l‘to
lethargic groups have been stirred imto activity. The field is vitsl, alive,
progressing; and then---conflict, Hot merely e petty arpgument or heeted debate,
but & degtructive foud thet ran rampant and left shettered plans, broken friend-
ehips and dead inertis inr its wake,

T8 heve read of the Philadelphia convention and its introduction o f
Meheliem, Accounts of this convention were written by various fans, mmong them
Sykora, Wellheim end boskowitz, OSykora's eccount, while it geve excellent cos-
arage to tke effpir, naturally did not go out of its way ta shower bouqueis on
the Michel-licliheim epoech, Wollheim's eccount covered the convention poorly,
thres-quarters of its bulk being quotetions from or comments on the "Mutation or
Denth" talk, Uoskowiiz's account, titled "Convention Happenings," was published
in the January 14, 1939 issue of The Science-Fiction Fap under the pseudonym of
Williem }i, Weiner. (Moskowitr hed employed a nom de plume in order to facilitate
writing of hia own actions ea well ps others',} "Convention Happenings™ had this
to say of the “"Mutation or Desth" ppesch:

Then the bombshell of the evening weas perpetrated
by Doneld A, Wollheim who expreessed aome very good arguments
aa vritten by John B, ilichel but degenerated these arguments
into a politicel issue, For over an hour pros and cons were
rung on the subject by D. A, Kyle, J, Pearlmen, J,. B, Michel,
D. A, Wollheim and L. Burg who were mpparently talking about
the possibilities of a world state, IMr, Eshbech squolched
the discussion very effectively by propoaing that m motion
be made that ihe convention be adjourned, He came, ho seid,
to linton to a scisnce-fiction discussion and not o pseudo-

political argument, The motion was carried and +he meeting
woas called to an end,

This account wam referred to by Newe-letter editor Richard Wilson as "the first
unbiaped views of the Third Fastern Scisnce Fiction Convention,"”

But FWollheim; in the next (January 21, 1938) ispue of The Scisnce-Fic-
Lion Fan, dubbed ii “the most inneccurate pisce of reporting” he had ever seen:

Thore was not a single paregroph without ot least one arror,
and I may add few santences likevwiso, The most outragecus
misreporting was the remarks about thoe final part of tho con-
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vention which is elmost 100k wrong,  But without esaaying e
arduoua task of pointing out ell the errors, I will merely
sum up by saying that the Weiner-Moskowitz sccount is final

and conclusive proof of tho utter stupidity of a large por-

tion of the mo-called fane, The speech made by Michal hit

deep into those shallow fana, which is probably why they re-

frain from giving any aceount of the actual issues of Michel's

speach, ..+ The account given by Moskowitz which ignores

21l the intellectual mapects of the convention for ths pure-

ly inane and (rivelous, gives perfect proof.

Back in Newerk Hoskowitz was in o quandry on reading these words, ilis
“"Convention Happenings™ had beon written in naive sincerity, He had had no &xe
to grind, Hichel's statements had not "hit deep" inte him---rather, he had baovn
intcrminably bored. Fe hed told the truth as he saw it, with no inteution of un-
tagonizing Wollheim or anyone else, He was aware of Wollheim®s tendency to gofo
extremes even in supposedly mild criticel articles, And, knowing hig e¢ritic's
past record of puccessful feuds, he had no particular desire to become embroiled
vwith Wollheim, But---what did others think? In logkowitz's mind the situaiion
boiled down to this factor: Had fans reached the point where they toc regarded
Vollheim's mttecks ag moaningless ocutbursts of tempery or would lack of reply to
this new assault cause him to lose face in their eyesl

Louis Kuslun of Connecticut answered the question when in a letter to
Moskowitz he asked, "Uhat are you going to do about ellheim's atitack in the lmat
Fag?" This was the convincer, If Xuslan, at that time a very neufrally in¢lin-
ed fan, felt that action should be tmken, then the entire fan fiseld probably falt
the =zeme ey,

In supplying additionel motiva for Hoskowitz's decision to feud with
this opponent, ono must toke into consideration his admitied initial dislike for
the man, the varlier argument ovur the Conover-Stickney dispute, and, even mora
important, a visit by Wollhsim, Pohl and Michel to the ¥oskowitz home shortly be-
for the convention, At this meeting Wollheim stated that he wes able, by ths
proper application of psychology, to “drive any fan from the field," He alluded
with satisfaction to the George Gordon Clark incident, ‘/hen lloskowitz attampted
to change the subject it was reiterated with an emphmais that he took 1o mean
“"You'd better be a good litile fen---or elsol" And loskowitz thon and {thers de-
termined that he would never boe thus driven from the field, [Lastly, in one of
his “Fanfarade" columns, Viollheim had written that Moskowitr had embitions of be-
coming a “fan hack," and that “"four ocut of five" of the articles he wrote woru
rgjectod, Here he touched a point of extreme sensitivity, for Heoskowitz wes ex-
iremely proud of his writings, written as they waere sheerly as a labor of love,
end given to fen editors in urgent need of material, The falseness of thias at-
tack waa unforgiveable,

Wollheim probably did not expect much of a reply from loskowitz. And
if he did not, he was doubtless unprepared for the "Reply te Donald A, Wollheim,™
vthich appeared in the February, 1938 Science Fiction Fant

"Convention Happenings" was elaberately checked af-
ter Wellheim saw fit to devete an entire page ito slamming it.
Errors were found---two or threa, The major one consisted of
stating that Pohl end Dockweilar accompanied Wollheim t o a
nearby sutomat: Correction---Tellheim preoceoded to the auto-
mat,,,and Poh! and Dockweiler went to the home of Baltadonia,
«+e The other errora consisted of the heinous crime of exag-
gerating a peint or two for the sake of humor,
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Vollhein's "Fenfarede" has since ite incel?ti_.on been
notorious for inaccurate statements and general falciiy.
name mll such would be an exheusting task, but the arizar 17
concerned with one involving himself, In the Jctcler,
isgue of ihe Fan, Wollheim stated ey an unalterc}ble fact thn
Sam !%skowite geta four out of five articles regacte-l. h
challenge him to produce even one proof of this otateman
with the signature of the editor, It goes without saying that
he eannot,

Fandom was rocked by this unexpected resistance, and the unoxp?c‘iiad 0C=-
curred: opinion rallied to Yoskowitz's side. Not unexpectedly, W-:_}llhe}.m g cut-
tinp comments end sherp criticisms in the past bed stored up for him _much rc.asont-
mont, Speer spurrad 1oskowitz on with the comwment that his reply to .:'ollhom had
been "sell taken,” And typicel of the ettitude mmong the youmger clique of fons
in which Yoskowit: had become prowinent was that of Robert A, I'mdle, who remark-
od in & letter: “Three cheers for Sam Kopkowitz! He hes really started the ball
rolling---and I'm quite sure some fens are going to side with him, Ha 1:1&3 the
sympethy of the Philadelphis fans, I know, DAW says what he plemses in his col-
umns, and many of the readers think he is telling the truth,”

Still, it wao some time before the moral support of friends wes trans-
posed imto ection. And in the meantime iloskowitz desperately metched blows with
& more experienced opponent, To the casusl onlocker the odds seemad greatly in
Wollhein's favor, He was six years older thun ifoskowitz. He had a betier edu-
cation end Tinancial background, He wes the victorious veteran of & number of
fan feuds, He had a loyal circle of friends willing to follew his lead, And he
wae the top fan of the fiseld,

Some time previously loskowitz hed initimted in The Science Fiction Fan
a regular feature titled "As Othera See Us,” In thia column, under the pseudonym
of Fred Wollanover, he pgave humorous regsumeg of other fans' charecteristics, The
gubject of one of thess vrite-ups wes Frederick Pohl, loskewitz alluded to Pohl's
usg of meny pen-nemes; his hebii of signing other fena' nemes in autograph books;
his alleged inebrieity; and so on, Wollheim, upon seeing these things, promptly
mailed a protest to Wiggins, demanding thet the real neme of the “culprit”writing
“ip Others Sve Us" be revenled, and saying further that

There are a numbsr of very juvenile irresponsibles infesting
pcienca~fiction these months, whoe know nothing of the tradi-
tion of stf, nor of the ethics of writing and publishing.
Their childigh ard wild antics are becoming a constant nui-
sance, and you a3 an editor will do wellto keep an eve anthan,

The dusl nature of Wollheim'a attack now led Moskowitz to believe that plana had
been laid to drive him out of fandom, %o feli, perhaps errongously, that Wolla-
heim was worried about his riping populerity. So vhen Viggina forwarded to him
a letior from Pohl expressing Pohl's euspicions that lioskowitz was Wollonover and
threatoning to eua Wigginag for libel, he felt that it would strengthen his poai-
tion to have gome ons elpe rovealsd es the author of "As Others See Us,” Alex
Osheroff agreed to accept the “blame." And in a coached reply to critics he ex-
pressed emazement that Uollheim and Pohl should objeet to a column that wes in-
tonded merely to provide m little "light entertaimment fop fans,” He pointed out
that Pohl wms the only subject yet to iake offense, He reminded his eritics that
Yollheim's past statements in "Arcturus,” under the Willy-the-Tisp byline, had
been far more malicious than anything in “As Others Sas Ua," and thet \'#ol’lheim
bad not revealed hie identity until moro than s yoar after he had dropped t ho
column, In anewar to Pohl's threatonod suit he eaid, "I will not retract ono
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ptatement that I have made!" (And Pohl, ap might be guessed, never made good his
threatened legal action. )

The fans in genoral, it might be noted, were enthusiastic over the "As
Others See Us” column, and Fohl was gororally regarded as a “sore~heed.” Gpaer,
Gillespie, Kuslan, Taurais and iadle were smong thope who went on record as faove
oring it and denouncing its critica.

At this point Wiggins informed Moskowitz that both Wollheim and Lovmdes
had sent him long rebuttels of the “Reply to Wollheim,"  loskowitz was startlod
to lemrn thet Lowndos also had taken up the cudgel against him since he had hed
virtually no apsocistions with the man save the Scisnce Fiction Critic episode
already mentioned (in chapter XX), He remlized thet his oppesition was rallying
and thet, given & 1ittle time, ha might well be smothered by its very volume, So
he induced Wiggins to drop the feud in the Fan (elthough it wos tremendously in-
teresting to readers}, hoping thet Wollheim would find difficulty carrying on
outside its pages, And when the editorial of the Larch, 1938 issue c¢arried the
statement "Inasmuch ea it agems to be the combined opinicns of mll fan readers
that this magazine should not bewcome the arena for fan squabblings, no meére of
the lloakowitz~DAW~2ohl offeir will be run" it meant that in his series of ax-
changes with Wollheim Moskowitz had taken the first round,

But this smsll victory was short-lived, for %Wollheim, veteran campaign-
er that he was, wimeographed & four-page rebuttal himself, and mailed copies of
it to Wiggins to be distributed with the Fan, Techrically the meteriel waa not
"in" the magazine, and Wiggins could supply eager readers with aidelights on the
latest "feudings" without breaking his promise to loskowitz, It was streteli'ng
principles a bit, but it worked,

In this "In Anaver to Sam loskowitz" Wollheim swung into the style that
had crushed opponeni after opponent in the past, He termed Moskowitz's reply "a
thoroughly vicious article," and denied provoking cause for another "hymn of hate™
campaign, saying:

It is true that, elong with many of thse most pro-
gressive and intelligent fans, I have joined in an affort to
raise science-fiction from being merely e childigh puerile
hobby to being an active force towards the realization o f
those things that science-fiction has always believed, I n
the course of this work it becomes necesasary to expose such
juvenility and pueriljty as raises its head, Sincs lir, ilog=
kowitz is one of the foremost advecmtes of childishnees in
the field teday, he wno one of the first to get his little
tootaies tread on....

VWollheim them went on to list those portiens of “Convention Happenings" which he
considored false and misleading, This took up tho bulk of the leafiest. FHe re-
venled that the erroneous informetion concerning fon magazine rejections hed besn
given him by Williem Miller, The original attack on “the utter stupidity of a
larga portion of the so-called fens" was repeatod, loskowitz vms accused of mud~
slinging to evade the issue, and of being & "contemptible scoundrel"” for writing
the "As Qthera Se¢e Us" column under & paeudonym. Wollheim then went out of his
way to drag peor, oft-maligned Will Sykora into the ergument (on the excuse that
Yoskowitz hed praised him in one of his columns), and spent e long paragraph re-
hashing the ISA fiasco, (This, of course, waa in line with his tendency to harry
8 defeated foeman,) He coneluded with this flatiering play for popular support:

I wish to again wern all intelligent and under-
gtanding fana, those who remlly think that science -fiction
can be a force which will help the world, even a little bit,
toward a brighter future, ngainst those shallow minded ndo~
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lescents who dabble in "fan activities” and find it 2 :Ourcf
of self-glorification, If sclence~fiction ig ever to becom
such & force, these pssudo-fans must be kept down.

Probably Wollheim and his foilowers now felt thet Hoskowlt:h\: adi rtl:::::
plstely equelched, The opinion of fans at large, however, Was 5°m°‘f B e
snt, For when Wollheim attacked “shailow minded adolescents and “pasudo- z
¥ho must be kept down” he was attecking every one of them as surely as he ;53 at;
tacking Mogkowitz, for the rank and file was little better or v.:orse thar_l & ‘nc
respect to methods, motives or ectivitiss in the field, And‘Loskovyi‘;s zlp Ty
sophy of fandom seemed to mppesl to them more strongly then did pelitica {‘ aﬁd
ed Michelism. The mverage fan praferred to remain"'intellactually bankrup an
onjoy fandom sbout him rather than set off on a quizotic crt_asada, however mé
epiring the visions of its gonl might be, Thus when HOS]'(OW:I.":Z pf"epared a s?zon
reply {entitled "Ho-Hum, or the Further Enlightening of Wollhoim }it was evi e:::t
that he would not wilt under a barrage of words, and material aupport for his
gtand was not leng in eppearing, .

In this sscond reply he inquired why Wollheim bothered to associate
with "us chillun,® "Vhy not desert this fisld 'dead of intellectual bankruptey
for fields of greater and finer intellectt" He contended that Wollheim had never
benafited the field up to that time (which wag Somewhet eoxaggerated), but had
been a destructive influence in driving wany members from it {which wes not ), Ono
by one he dealt with the "errors" Wollheim hed pointed out in "Convention Happen-
ings,"” end refused to conceds a single one, referring interested parties to oye-
witnesses for support, Lost of the points involved were indesd trivial, and it
became clemr that Moskowite's regarding them am excuses for en sttack against him
wae by no memns illogicel,

"y mccount of the speech wae given as T saw it,
That is most certeinly my right end obviously the reason for
Wollbeim's mitack, That does DAW expect me to do, make =&
good lively eccount of e convention dead and uninteresting by
repriniing a communistic speech thaet some way found itself
away from its Astor Park soap box?! Michel mekes ne bones over
the fact that he is a communist, end his speech was without
e trace of a doubt an attempt to get new converts,,..

The snd of the second round sew neither epponent decisively heamten, but
what started as = feud was beginning to shape into a veriteble fan war, with fans
rapidly chooping eides end priming for the encounters that it could be seen
were Boon to teke place, Hore, the tide of battle was shifting greduslly from
an ettack on Wollheim to one upon Michelism, from the time of ths convention the
besic cauee of all the pquabbling, And in his ettempt to chastise Mogskowitz for
hie disregard for Ilfichelism, Wollheim was creeting the nucleus of en active re-
sistance against the movement, where little hed originelly existed,

#ollheim's nexi move wms in e totamlly diffarent querter. In his FAPA
pliblication The FAPA Fan he printed an article titled "anuscript Bureau," Here
he urged members io recognize the necessity of a centralized manuscript buresu in
the essociation, citing other emateur journalistic groups where such bureaus hac
proved of genwine worth, Now, the nearest thing to this thet had so fer appear-
od in fandom was the }oskowit: I'anuscript Buremu, This, however, functioned on-
1y with reepect to subscription (non-FAPA) journals, and its stack---in e time
wher such osubmiseions were el a premiume=-counld scarcely be siretched to cpover
fan periodicals in FAPA as well as out, And if 4% vere diverted to FAiPA ex-—

cluelvely loskowitz would lose the "pull" he had gained from the editors that he
wae 8lready supplying,

Wiollheim, of courae, knev thesme facts, He then announced
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in his articleo that Moskowitz, the only one in fandom with experience aelong such
lines, wes the logical choice to head such s FAPA buremu, He furiher inferred
that !oskowitz would be double-crosaing his {riends should he refuse the post,
Moskowitz realized immediately that he had been put in a position where, regard-
less of his decision, he would surely displemas some group of fans,

His reply was to circulate in FAPA an open letter, in which hae agreed
to agcept the post if offered him, but only upon acceptance of three conditions:

1,) That I am not mede the cbject of further slan-
der in FAPA mailings,
2,) That the FAPA members are willing to cooperate

by sending in material,

3.) That I may keep my indepondant organization

functioning.
(Tho first condition wae engendered by Wollheim's having circulated "In Answer to
Som Loskowitz™ in the previgus mailing.) It sesmed 4 reasonabla set of condi-
tions, asking ns it did that FAPA memboras cooperate for their ovm boat intorusic
and thal he be nllowed to continue aiding independant publications aa usual, In
addition, iloskowitz promised to help the bureau by writing material himself, He
also wrote a letter to wollheim, stating his suspicions openly of the latter's
ecticns in the maiter.

Wwollheim sent abbreviated guotetions from this letter, a defense of the
accusetions, and a copy of the open letter to Daniel ilcPhail, the wvice-presidsni
of FAPA, requesting that he exercise his constitutional powers and rule therecn,
McPhail, without contecting Moskowitz for further informetion, rendered m verdict
against lim on every point broughi up by Vollheim, He even decided that "the &x-
istonce of two bureaus run by tho seme parson would bo mutumlly destructive and
otherwise irrationel,” and that his "cereful search,,.of the three mailings to
date fail to reveal any slander against I, Moskowitz's neawme," By this shori-
oightsd procedure lcPnail sottled none of FAPA's problema and effectively cancel-
lod its last hope of poseegping a manuscript bureau, This round was quite def-
initely VWollheim's.

Yhen Lovmdes learned of Wiggina'® intantion to soft-pedal the feud in
The Scienco Fiction Fan he too published the rebutial he had sent himself, 1lloa-
kowitz's original reply to Wollheim hed been four paragrapha in length, taking ¢
less then hall a typewritten pesga. Tollheim hed found it necessery to use four
pages to reply to it. Lowndss needed eight. In fact, he devoted the entire ia-
gue of his magegine The Vapgrant te the fight, Indeed, so much matarial in two
FAPA meilings wae devoted to the feud that the fan Waltar E. Harconetta brought
out The Protestant, a small sheet thail baegged for a aane ending to the squabhble.
Lovmdes ettampted an extremely peoudo impartial-intsllectual approach. How im-
partianl it wes may be judgsd from such statements as this: ",,.despite the fnct
that HMoskowitz's accusations are all besidea ths point we must exemine them,..."
In summation, Lowndea offered two alternativea, REither Moskowitz suffered from
"mental poverty," or he was “a mentel pervert, a literary whore, or, what is
worpe, & would-be literary prostitute," He hoped for Moskowitz's own sake, he
anid, that it was the fermer. It is emusing to recall now how, with lines such
as theso to their credit, Michelists in later guitting tho argumont  deplored the
the fans' "inability" to meet them "on intellectual grounds,"

Jack Gillespie, who had fallen in with the Micholist crowd, contribut-
ed to the feud Just Thingg; the only originel remark in this leaflet, which was
printed upon diffarsnt-sized pisces of yellow segond-shaets, waa a gquery as to
how [oskowitz "ever got the idea that Hichel's waa a Communistic spesch,®

The veriety of anti-lioskowitz material emanating from YWollheim's cir-
cle of friends prompted Moskowitz to coin the nickname "Wollheim’s stoogea" for




140 FANTASY COMPIENTATOR

them, This nickneme stuck---probably becmuse fans truly began tohbelfzvii jaeh u;il:
there wes no other explanation for entrance intz :ﬁhakfn:i{ on Wellheim
sople who hed previcusly held no enmity agsinsi Moskowitz. 3 :
i The B.II;I‘UPt entiance into the feud on Moskowitz's side Uli qu‘;ﬁ_lc’p?g;
came B8 & purprise to both contestants, And Speer was & pot‘ent_ ally :c‘u ' —
he was strong on every point where Moskowitz wns weak, This was eSPl 1 -'Lytﬂezr
ticnble in the matter of written stetsments; Moskowit: wes often carclosd m. n :
proparetion, leaving himsslf open to various interpreiatians, while ep:arci ,for:e-;
ing was moticulously correct and unambiguous, GSpeer celled for Fans 10 k‘nsl- -
charges and counter-chargas carefully, poiniing out t@a‘b"contentmnﬁ a; 1“%_021"
¢rete proof wers worthless, e eited several errors in Fanfarade_, and remin ;
ed reeders thet Wilson, an ednitied "friend end admirer" of Vollhaeim, had'calle
Yopkowitz's report of the convention the only unbisged ons, He 'ti’.lﬂn reprlmand§d
Lowndes for the use of improper language, and chellenged him to find & gremmati-
gal error in his own writings (Lowmdes having previously advised both Speer‘ and
Moskowitt to look to their grammar), He stated thet the demand wes for writers
rather than publishers in FAPA, thus inferring thet the organization had blunder-
ed in 50 guickly casting awey prospecis for a menuscript buroau. : )
Shortly aftsr this the oft-provoked Philadelphin fans directed their
fire ngainet Wollheim, and the latter's days of emsy victory were soon over. But
{there are pther threada to trece before that story is continued,

(VI
The Background in Early 1938

In order the betier o understand the expleosive-pmrcked events which
tranapired during the lato spring and early summer of 1938, {further description
of the ficld during the oarly months of thet yeer is eossentiml,

Corwin Btickney's Amateur Oorrespondent collmpsed with its November-
Dacembsr, 1937 iasus, Dus {0 the meny advertisgerenta it carried the magacino
had never lost coney, but just as nurely it had never mede any. Little praisc
for the effori had been forthcoming from fendom, mnd even omission from the last
mmber of the hated "Hobbyana” column, the inclusion of & new emateur stery con-

test, and a generally stronger slenting towvard fen-interests had elicited
faint approval,

only
%¥ith the effects of a national aconomic recession deepening,

Stickney was obliged to drop Tha Anateur Correspondent in favor of his home tovn
weekly, Topic Hews, which at least showed & profit, though its fantmsy content
- in California, Claire Beck wes faring as badly with his Seience Fiction
Critic, which hed just merged with iillar's Fhamtastiqua, With this combination
he wag enabled to publish several letters from H, P. Lovecraft, which gave the
oogazine a literery as well as critical tana, But, mrs has baen atated hefore,
Beck ppocializad less in carefully ithought-out analyses then in destructive crit-
icisn, and did not hesitate to edit submissions to fit the lattar
When Coskowitz sent him en article

description.
enalyzing the state of cooperation between
American end British fane of the tine, for oxanple, Back deletad almest all of

ite interpretive, explanetory end mitigating phruosaes, reducing it in print to a
siring of inaults offering neither hops nor suggeation for improvement in inter-
netionel fan relations, Typical of the more rabid tirades appaaring in the nmag-
Bine wore the effusicns of Peter Duncan, In his neny, intermineble gaod - byes
to fandon Duncen expressed himsslf so auccinetly on the failinge of science-fic-

tion authore, editors cnd fans as to make himeelf cordlally disliked throughout
the fipld:
-k

But, neverthsless and despite tha fact that T am
fully avare of ths horrendous penalties awaiting the arrant

.
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heretic, I hereby propose to do that very thing; to boot the
sacrosanct fan in his doubly sacrosanct rump; to do o little
stemping on his consecrnted toes, For the scientific-ficiion
fan is no god, no intellectual colessug, and no paragon. He
is, me & watter of fact, no kind of superior being a2t eall,
but meraly a stupid imbecile and buffoon, unworthy of any-
thing but scorn and contumely, The very fact that he believes
#ll the buncombe that is editorialized about him is suffici-
ent to revenl him as a gullible simpleton ready to lap up
eny Tlatulent mstmphor just =& long as it intumosces his al-
rendy overgrown e¢ranium,

Bock's last worthwhile contribution to fondom was the completing of R,
He Barlow's literary publication Leaves, In i'my, 1937 Barlow had published the
first number of Leaveg, a superb amateur fantesy publication that ran to fzfty
lergo-sized mimeographed pages, It femstured such things as a reprint of A,. ifsr-
ritt's "People of the Fit," letters writtea by Lovecraft under hia pseudonym of
Lewis Theobold, Jr.,, fiction and postiry by Clark Ashton Smith and a reprinting of
Tandrei’s "lled Brain" with its theretofore unpublished ending and sequel, Sten-
cile for the second numbor had been preparsd by Burlow; and Beck's contribution
was the wetual mimsographing, This second (and lest} issus is noted for a North-
west Omith story by C. L. licore that has rever appeared elsewhere, a Honry White-
head tale reprinted from Weird Tales, original contributions by Lovecraflt and lit-
erary work in s similar vein, ¥irtually ignored when it eppeared, Leaves to-
day is a collector's item of extrsme rarity, end easily holds a prominent place
emong the finest journels ever to be turned out by the fan field.

The collapse of The Amateur Correspondent and Thg Science-Fiction Cri-
tic left but one printed journnl in the field, This wag Unigue Talea, which waa
published by Russell A. Leadabrand of Dinuba, Galifornia. The first nunber was
dated June, 1937, but the magazine was circuluated so poorly that few fans heard
about it until early 1938, In all, three issuoa appeared, the last being dated
April, 1938. Unigque Tales published mostly fiction {the majority of it editori-
elly written), and was of no great worth, its neat format being its chisf asset,

The disappearance of Unique Tales laft what haa bheen celled the hekto~
graphing era of fandom in full swing. The twe leading journals of the time were
The Science Fiction Fan and Thg Bcience Fiction Collecter. Other ranking titles
wore Holios, The Bcience Fiction News-Letier, Cosmic Teles, Fantascience Digest
and @glnatlon.. Of these only the last was mimeographed, at that time no mean
distinction.

The comparetively large number of regulsrly appearing fan magazinea,
coupled with the quarterly FAPA mailingas and numerous "one-shot" pamphlets, gave
the impression that a tremendoua number of fans wore engaging in & welter of act-
ivity. In & sense thiz wes trus, for the sarly montha of 1938 probably saw more
per capita activity than at any other time, befere or since, Yot the field had
gained few new fans since its smergence from tha cheos of 1937, There was vir-
tuelly no medium othsr than personal contact for recruiting new members fo its
ranks, And there was little or no cooperation betwesen fans and proféssionals ex-
copt occasional netices in six-point type that appesred in the SFL column of
Thrilling Wondar Stories,

Thus when in January, 1938 a new fen named Walter Earl Marconette made
his eppearance with a new megezine, Scienti-Snaps, it wes an ovent indeed, Pos-
aibly Marconetto thought fhat financial and material support would be speedily
forthcoming---but if so, he was greatly in error, Vere it not for his own abil-
ities mlong literary eand artistic lines, plus a prompt transfusion from the Mos-
kowlte I'mnuscript Burenu, his demise might have boen rapid., But the combinzation
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proved fruitful, Scienti-Smaps bomsted moticulously neet ha.ktOgrﬁLP}I’lng’ and S
ag carefully illustrated, One would sooner have suspected its e-ator =7 =0
a timid aesthete then one of the physicnlly biggest fans on record. —o-ois =
Scienti-Snaps Merconette issued five numbers of Scisnco-Fagtasy MOVIS _v.r_. |
tiny journal that contained illustrated reviews and synopass of sclan:lﬁm;.

late in 1937 Taurasi, Wipggins and Kuslan hed a.t‘l':eml?ted t?.-es !Il_ :5_ i
American counterpart of the British Science Fiction .{Lssc_:c:.a.t:.on. o o _
led the American Fantasy Association, Tenmtetively Wiggins took the cirec oim
post, Temresi that of vice-director, and Kuslen became secretary-treasurer. i
mediatoly Taurasi begen work on The Americen Fantasy Magazime, a small hekto-
graphed publicotion that was planned as the club's official organ.  Only iowm
pages of it were sver completed. Xuslen adveriised the orgamz?.tlon in clmos
svery lemding fan magazine, but cooperation was wesk and‘sporadz.c and its lemdore
wore inexperienced, so that within less then m year it died in embyr'o,

Tauresi, howsver, was the earlisst popularizer of mnother type of or-
ganization which was successful, This wes a series of publishing groups, which
within & short time virtually divided fandom inte somsthing like en interconnect-
od series of foudal castles, Taurasi marked his early numbers of Cosmic _T_[_:.l_]__ﬂ,
Junior Science Fiction, Weird and Fantesy Fictien, ete,,as Taurasi Publications.
This metamorphosed into the mors general house-title Cosmic Publications, which
pllowed leewey for newcomers to join the circle, Most of the publications listed
under this bamner naver actually sppeared at all, and thers are so many of these
that it w%gake up too much space to 1ist all of their titles. But in Noverfu-
ber, 193'-'.,: commendable effort to concentrate his energies and those of his
friends upcr. s single projsct, This was in the form of a proclamation to all at
lerge that he, Gilleapie and Thompson weuld pool all of their projects (the lat-
ter two had never thus far comploted eny of their plenned journsls} and issue
a eingle publication to be titled Cosmic Tales.

The extrevapgance of ithe plans for this new Cosmic Tales knew no bounds,
Tllustrations were hektographed, and Taurasi boerrowed Hyle's mimeopraph for re-
producing the rest of the magezine, It ran to foriy lerge-sized pages, truly en
untieard=-of thicknese for a 1938 fen offort, But the tremendous task of assembl-
ing material end sllocating work efficiently; the extreme youth end mechanical
ineptitude of Thompeon; the conatant prodding necessery before croative effort
could He derived from Gillespie; and Tauresi's own leck of gremmar and spell-
inga~=thesc things added up to & general mess, By the time the fourth number of
Coemic Tales mppearsd the magarins had been 80 roundly criticizedty fans in gen-
eral (and by Richard Wileon in partioular) that Gillespie quit in disgust. Con-
pletely overlooked by readers were the time, effort and money involved, and the
better then average quality of articles and fiction publishsd. These latter in-
cluded reviows of the prefessionsl ferntesy pubZications, "sciemtifilm" reviows by
arioc Rasic, Jr. (his firet printed work), & debate on religion between Fein and
“ellheim, en erticle on rocketry, and a summery of fan activity during the past
year by Loskewitz, Coenic Tales, moreover, was the magatine which introducsd ar
tists John Giunte and Jack Agnew to the field, It had all the ingredients need-
ed for success except experience, which ¢ould heve heen gained with perseveramnce,
- shortly after this Taurasl sufferad a nervous breekdown because o over-
work et hie place of employment, end was forced on medicel orders to drop Cosmic
Tales, (The righte to the title went to Thompeon, } Upon being asked, the doc—

tor paid he could see no harm, however, in his patient's publishing occasional
oinor efforts for relaxation, so Teursai

» instend of issuing one large magazi
ﬁgmptly brought out fifteen or twenty small ones, i E -

r Once ho had regainod his hezlth Toureei lost no time in ressteblishin,
li:ﬂz Fublicctions, With this eesond soriog, whot hod started na mere ufractaf
g

row until it was by for the most powarful interconnocted group of fan mag-

1
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azines in the history of the field, lihen he founded Fantasy News it Decame the
nucleus of the Cosmic group, which at one time or another included Cosmic Tales,
Helios, The Science Fictijon Fan, Scienti-Talea, D'Journel, Lo Zombdie and many,
Eﬁny others, The weight of ite opinions in fan circles was pronounced, and by
late 1938 it became the virtusl center of nctivities.

Were it not for its local character, Comet Publicationa, wkoes nuslavs
was Paltadenis' Science Fiction Collector, might well have overshadowed Coswic
Publicetions. Composed almost entirely of Philadelphia publishers, it encompass-
od ¥adle's Fantascioncs Dipest, which later bocome n leeding journal in the
field, and Train's Sciencs Adventure Stories emong others, The latter wes @&
mammoth publicetion for ite day, running to sixty-two pages, and being illusirat-
ed in color by Baltadonis and Rothman; it featured materiml [rom the pens of such
well knowm fana and professionals as Eshbach, Saeri, Chapman, Farley, “¥ilaon and
Rothmen, Both of its two issues ars well worth owning, FPBFS Newg, which start-
ed oa the official organ of the Philndelphia Science-Fiction Society, gradually
beceme of more gonoral tone, From the dato of its estoblishment in the Full of
1937 it bns nover comsed to mppeer, pnd remnins & velusble source of the socicty®
hietory. lublications of losser importance, such as Fantpsy llerald, Imapinative
Fiction, Funtosy Fiction Telegrum and Fantesy Fictericl were likewise members of
the Comet chain, The result of this powerful concentretion of published matisr
in gne city has been one of the most hermonicusly run and continuously activs of
ell science-~fiction clube, Enay-going generelly, the PSFS has presented a united
front to all opposition, and nevor hos suffered disruption from internal or ex-
tornal pressure.

Though Cosmic end Comet were by far the mest powerful, there were oth-
er groups not vithout similar importance that followed the trend. One of theea
was Empross Publications, which represented the efforts of Richard Wilson and of
Welter Marconeits, These twe had many things in common, They attempted to he
punctiliously correct in their gremwar snd spelling, extending extra efforts to
produce neat publicationsa---and usuelly succeeding, Their orgenization was an=-
nounced in the fugust 6, 1938 issue of The Science Fiction Newa-letier, one
periodical of the group. Marconette's Scienti~Snaps, which was steadily build-
ing a reputation for itself, was the other strong partner, Included under the
banner vtero glso such minor titles as Science~Fantaasy liovie Heview, Queer Tales,
Incredible, at aml,

Ferhaps the most individualistic of all was Wigginp' Galactic¢c Publica-
tions, under which magthead were published The Science Fiction Fan, Galaxy, The
Technocret. It was untypical in that it did not represent a pooling of rsesources
by more than one person, as did the others,

In April, 1938 the Los Angeles-New York Cooperative Publications { LANY}
was formed, This ia how it came to be established: BSome tima before, in his
Phantagraph, Wollheim hed begun (but never completed) serimlization of Hobart I,
hHoward's story "The Hyborian Age." Howard's death revived intorest both in this
story and in the author’s background, and the time was rips for issuance of =a
merorial pamphlet on the subject, Wellhsim contributed some of the material and
soversl Los .ingeles imns (Ackermen, Douglas and Hodgkine, who, because of their
socialistic, esperantic or technocratic interests, felt some kinship with lWoll-
heim's and ‘ichel's ideals, as expressad by licheliem) contributed more as well
as the actual publishing of such & pamphlet, It appeared in an editicn limited
t0 ons hundred copies, and was LANY's most notable achievement,

If we attempt to trace the concepi of fan publishing groups back into
the past, we come first upon Kyla's FPhantasy Legion, whick hed a similer ides in
mind, but wvhich never brought it to fruition., Earlier still we sneounter Pohl'e
ZG0-Cooperative Publishere Asscciation, formed in late 1936 and publicized in The

TR
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Intornational Observer. This group announced titles by many publ;\;-ﬂ 5;_1 :r;o
MMD_LM—TW; Mutant and Legion farade actuslly appeared, Thay wir
more then passing interest. Tl i1 ERO0 mira AT

The Largs musbie of fxn publishing hacnep Gtad RELEAT= 0 = H. peiu
attempt by fans to form cliques with othera of similar 'Bmpﬂl‘t?-lfijn ﬁ ; re: -an .
their energies for greater achievoments, They were far BRI SN z.
the influence of their psychology in the framework of national fen organizations
will latér becoms apparent. N

{to be continued)

=00
LYTLE, Andrew

& Nome for Evil
Indianapolis: The Bobbe-lerriil Co., 1947, 215pp. 19 cm. $24.

Review: Readers are going to disegree violently over this novel according t o
their respective predilsctions, Wherems the recent arkhem House cttelog refers
40 it as "a fine novel of a house of dread," the MHew York Times calls it e "crash-
ing bore" and complains because of the lack of action, demning it ulso because of
its Poesque leaningg—--and snobbishly referring to it as a "carbon copy (dim)} of
"The Fall of the House of Usher,'" On the other hand, The Saturday Review of
litersture lists it as detective fiction but characterizes the volume as "bagins
as an out-and-out ghogt story, then undergoes some strange changes and winds up
apockier than ever'---with a final ¢epsule verdict of "puzzling,"

an eficionade of the weird with the adventage of his specialized know-
ledpge end beckground sees the work in a somswhat different light, of course, The
bagic premisa of this story is a modern reworking of the ghastly and blasphemous
myth of the Fternal Bridogroom, Variants of the noxious bit of lore can be irec-
ed down in many ancient culiures, but essentially they agree: He is ever poient,
ever lusting, indeath es in life, Froud and pitiless, he demands the sacrifice
of the pure end meek, Bvil incarnate, his dim shedow hovers down the eons,

The setting for this grim tele is an ancisnt Southern manor house known
a8 The Grove. Abused and wrecked by penerations of indifferent tenants since the
passing of the original Fajor Brent, it appears but e shell, unfit for decent
habitation., henry is drawn to it, however, because he sees its lines of former
greatness and realizes that they can be restored, His wife, Ellen, is not so en-—
thupiaatic but goss along with his wishes, From the first Henry has forbodings:
the great entrance door opens emsily for Ellen es though welcoming har, but Henry
finde it impossible to enter until the negro servent Johnny unlocks it with e key,
Then, the houge peeme to abmorb Zllen eo reedily---she diseppears into far dia-
tant dusty rooms and ignoree her- husband's fremtic callings,

The room Henry selecta as hie study turns out to be old Major Brent's
badroom, and nono of the servants will enter it until it is seen thet the new
nester is apparcntly urmolested there, He knowm, however, that he is not wel-
cones he sonsca & brooding menace and finally one night a gray face is glimpsed
pesring through the study window. Ellsn complaine that she no longer feels pri-
vete even in thelr bedroom---eyes seem to bore through the blackness at har,

Bit by bit from the reluctant Johnny the whole horrid legand of Major
Brent ie reveanled. Married eix times, all six of his wives had mystariously died
at The Grove {ostensibly from childbirth---but darker suspicione seem justified}
A1) six were buried, like apokes radiating from the hub of g wheel, in the majol..;
oiaociatic and weed~choked garden adjoining The Grove, Defors he r.’!ied. when the
houag and ite surrounding plantation were at the zenith of their beauty end opu-
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lence, he awore that no heir would ever take over such utter perfection end for-
vede his only sister 1o marry, Consegquently the menor thereupon passed into do-
cay and dostruction through the uncering hands of sharecroppers end tenants.

Henry is at firat anncyed and then steggered by the fact that all the
colored workere, oven to the sophisticated Johnny, regard the mejor ms pstill
aliva. Certain fields cmnnot ba plowed becauso the major wouldn’t like it and
others are sown according to Henry and Zllen's plens only because that Rnappens
to to be just the way he used to de it, The Grove becomes more and more obnoxi-
ous to Henry-=-espocially when on one harrowing night of terror he eees the Tig-
ure of Iajor Brent in bis encient costume trying to open the door to Ellen’s bed-
room. He drives the major away, but finds to his horror that Ellen had been
sleep-walking and about to open the bedroom door on her side, She has dim nmep-~
ories of ghastly dreames upon being awakened,

As the author tells us: esometimes just before the final and irrevocable
plunge into the abyss the potentiel victim is given one last chance by fate ic
withdraw and save his eouly if disregarded, hia doon is sealed, Such a pargioll
turns up when & buyer appears for the plantation---Henry is hysterical in his
eagernoss to accept, but Zllen smiles complacentily end says they nust stay be-
czuse she is happy thers, 1In one blinding flash of intuition he reelizes that
his wife no longer belongs to him---ghe hae bagoms the creature of the omenor and
its evil founder, Ris fears are confirmed when he discovers Ellen secretly work-
ing to restore ithe long dead and neglected flower garden which vms Lajor Brent's
greatest pride, The final, crushing blow conmes when she announces that she is
with child, Attempts at parenthood hed proved fruitlesa for them through the
years-=-yot here, in this place of all pleces, His mind reaels with the awful and
blagpherous suspicions bureting from it, . His spirit is aick and tremdbling with
the hellish ipplications, As he sees Bllen contentedly working in the gardsa
with the ecatatic, rapt oxpression of a devoieoe awaiting tho call to sacrifics,
ho knows thet all meaning in life has ended for him, The tale moves on inevita-
bly to ite grim and tragic denoument which is fully as shocking as the reader has
expected from the greceding portents,

The author writes at times in a menner quite reminiscent of the obtuse
indirection of Henry James in his femed "Turn of the Scraw” and lesser knom "Jol-
ly Corner," There are flashes of true poetic fentasy and some of the metaphysi-
cel overtonos are gquite striking, It can best be described as & disturbing picce
of writings sn unsaay feseling of mental oppression and unrest will be conveyed to
the sensitive reador. Yet the precccupetion with elements of pervarse decadence
may prove unsupportable to some, Grotesque hints of the Bluebeard and Spectre
Bridegroom lsgends hover ominously, Some of the author's phraseclogy is turgid,
some of his meanings are obscurs; and in places the tale does move a little tos
8lowly for comfort, I think, howsver, it will amply repay & caraful perusal by
those who have been forwarnad., Somshow I think, too; that Howard Lovecrafi would
have liked this book, and perhaps it is fitting that it should have seen publica-
tion on the tenth anniversary of his death---o yaar which seems to presags a
golden spe for fantesy, if we can judge by the deluge of bocks in the genre that
are acheduled to appear, ~==Mrtthew H. Onderdonk,

wan0g=—-
This-'nt~That--~¢oncluded from page 112

Spectorsky (Doubleday, $33), More for the completist than the connocisseur is a
nev collection from Arkham House: Cerl Jacobi's Reveletions in Black (33). Zotz!
by Walter Kerig (Rinehart, 523&) tells, with smtirical overtones, of & man having
an evil eye-like powsr, Hecommended mlso 1s The Collected Tales of E, M, Forster
(knopf, $2%), which contains some of the best fantasy ever written, w«=«i,L.S5,
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(1atters from ooy readers)

Stanley Mullsn, g Denver subscriber, remarkss

I disegres with Kuttner's squib in the lest iseue of Commaptator. . I
thought he was too busy grinding ’am out for Thrilling Jonder and 335511535 ;:gi
ries to write for an emateur magazine, I do like his work? ot lomst he writes
well, even though the stories ef his in the megazines mentioned ers puralf?rmula,
Those in Astounding are as a rule more carefully thought out. In my opinion ed-
jtors prefer formula stories es a rule, and print off-trail viork oyly when tney
run short of the sausage-machine atuff ground out by the old favorzt? hucks. And
I inpist on e sharp line of distinction between genuine gcience~-fiction and out-
right fantesy---although many of the best things done are mixed forms, A master-
ful excepticn does not disprove a rule, ) e

A formula yern, if well written and entertaining, needs no jUStlFlC?—
tion, but if & story means enough to me, for exsmple, that I want to write it ip
g certein way {end would rather not sell it then meke any unjustirfied changsa },
then 1t obyiously memne too much to mutilate or distort into m cheap, essembly-
line product to plesse seme moronic editor, Of the fantasy I myself have writ-
ten, I kestily admit much to have bean stinkers compossd under the fond delusign
thet they were good, However, I am narrow enough and determined snough to fesl
thot I would prefer to lsave the field of fontmsy writing altogether rather than
write junk accepteble to the average editor of mny of the present-day magazines
in the field, I wriie fantasy or acience-fiction because I love ity if it hes
to bocome day labor, I will turn io something elss, And I still say this after
salling four steries this ysar---three of which were frankly space - opera thrili-
ere, of which I am not ashemed, since they were written merely to entertmin,with-
out eny grofound overtones on the futurs of menkind in the univoree,

Augupt Derleth furnishes e correction: !

‘The correct version of conditions mentioned by Sam loskowitz an pages
B7-8 of the lasi Fanimsy Commentetor is as follows: First, ot no time have I
ciaimed pozgession or acquisition of the rights to H.P.lovecraft's work, Donald
Wendrei, R, H. Barlow, the estats of Lovecraft (and, later, of Mrs, Gemwsll) and
myself have worked in concerty Arkham House has control of the Lovecraft works,
working with the estais and Berlow., BSecond, a majority of the poemz and picces
published in fen publicationa under HPL's byline appeared previously in other
pegazines unknowm to fen editors, and meny of them were end are under copyright,
We have never restricied publication of certmin of Lovecraft's things, but we
nave held the line on the stories and on the Weird Tales-conyrighted poems Spu-
eificelly, Third, my permiseion to publish is the permicmion of tha four poopla
concorned who are mentioned abave,

Contributing editor Matt Onderdonk commenta:

=e.lEturally I do not agraee with Solomon's estimate of the 3loane baok, Granted,
it ip inferior to the muthor's firat effort, but certainly it is head and shoul-
dere pbove any of the so-called “detective-mystory stories,”
becauas of the odd peychic atmosphere it builds uwp, T think it is indisputaeble
thet there is an almost Lovecraftean praocccupntion with the Outside, Boma read-
orp may become confused bocauza ropancs end more mundana affsirs are given con-
aiderable gpece, but this is morely = humanization of the tao cold and abstroct
ali-out attitude of genuine HPFL writing, Nor can I agree that this novel is "n
dotective-mystory” with e “touch of the supermatural." Echoas of the suparnarmal
{concluded on page 130)

First and foremost
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